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AFGHANISTAN 


DEVELOPMENTS ANALYZRD BY SOVIET PUBL TCATION 
Kabul ANIS in Dari 10 Apr 80 pp 4, 5 


/Article; "The Truth about Afghanistan by Viedimir Nkaryakov, NOVOSTI 
Correspondent" 


/Text/ A book has recently been published under thie title by NOVOSTI 
PRESS AGENCY's publishing house. This book is a collection of documents, 
etatemente and eyewitness reports and « number of articles received from 
Afghan, Soviet and foreign publications. In these documents and articles, 
events evolve as they have unfolded, and the objectives and duties of the 
new stage of the April 1978 revolution, as well as the measures taken to 
defend the country's independence and sovereignty in the face of the ‘u- 
pericliet aggression which threatened Afghanistan in the final days of 
last year, have been explained. Some chapters of this book shed light on 
the hopes of che British colonialists, who tried for about 100 years to 
obtein dominance over this mountainous lend which the colonialiste called 
“the key to Indie." Their “Three Afghan Ware” ended in failure, but ef- 
force to make Afghanistan obedient did not discontinue even after Afghanis 
ten's liberation and independence in 1919 and the establishment of friend 
ly relations with the young Soviet Union. The new bases of relations be- 
tween countries on principles of equality, good neighborliness, respect 
for sovereignty and nonintervention in one another's internal affaires vere 
established by the great Lenin. These principles were stressed in the 
firet treaty of friendship between the Soviet Union and Afghanisten, which 
was signed on 28 March 1921. The British colonialists were not pleased by 
the fact that Afghanisten was the first country to create a crack in the 
British colonial empire, on which the sun did not set. Instructions were 
given to secret bureaus to provoke an uprising ageinst the government of 


Afghanisten. The greatest uprising was provoked by the British espionage 
bureau at the end of 1928. 


The historical review which has been presented in this book will help the 
readers to become better informed of the realities existing in Afghanistan. 
Since the fall of the British colonial empire, American imperialists have 
been trying to obtain a political base in this region; in recent years the 
self aggrandizers of Peking and their assistants have collaborated with 

















American imperialists on behalf of extremely reactionary regimes. They are 
using the methods developed by Britain, but on « broad scale, The transfer 
of arms, the training of gange of saboteurs in Pakistan, and the dispatch 
of armed gange and provocateurs to Afghanistan are all part of the list of 
techniques which the enemies of the people of Afghanistan have resorted to. 
Since the government of the Democratic Republic of Afghanistan has made use 
of che right of self-defense in accordance with the duties contained in the 
treaty and the spirit of the United Nations Organization charter, a shame 
less propaganda battle hase been launched against the Afghans and against 
the Soviet Union by the United States of America, China and their allies. 


At the request of the government of the Democratic Republic of Afghanisten, 
limited unite of Soviet forces have guaranteed the country's independence 
and protected it from aggression. In chia book evidence is cited which 
shows that Soviet military units are not interfering in domestic political 
developments and the daily life of the people of Afghanistan. Ase has been 
repeatedly explained to world public opinion, the presence of Soviet units 
ie a temporary measure. As soon as the reasons for their presence disap- 
pear, these unite will leave Afghanistan. This book, "The Truth about 
Afghanistan," contains Leonid Brezhev's answers to the correspondent of 
PRAVDA newspaper, his statement to voters in the Bauman section of Moscow, 
and statements by Andrei Gromyko, foreign minister of the Soviet Union, in 
Damascus and Delhi. 


The materials which have been included in this book offer a good descrip- 
tion of the country's complicated conditions from the time the sound forces 
of the Democratic People's Party of Afghanistan, under the leadership of 
Babrak Karmal, overthrew che anti-popular, bloodthirety dictatorship of 
Hafizollah Amin and his gang. 


The masse arrests made by thie dictator, brutal acts of revenge, and the 
elimination of the basic activities of the party and the government creat 
ed an atmosphere of fear, terror and insecurity in the country and by ex 
ploiting this, domestic and foreign reaction intended to plan a broad con- 
spiracy against the ycung republic. 


The objective of this conspiracy was to overthrow the young revolutionary 
government in the country, to divide the country into zones of influence 
and to establish an advance fortress on Afghan soil along the southern 
borders of the Soviet Union. Babrak Karmal's request of the people of 
Afghanistan and the rest of the material in this book disclose this con- 
spiracy, which was drawn up by Amin and established /through/ contact 
with the leaders of counterrevolutionary cliques and the secret services 
of America and China. Amin hoped for direct armed assistance from the 
United States of America and China in erasing the gains of the revolution 
and establishing his personal dictatorship. Afghan patriots neutralized 
attempts to drive the country toward the period of feudalism and convert 
it into a base of aggression. 














When thie book was being prepared the writer was in Kabul and traveled to 
the other cities and provinces. We have all observed that conditions in 
the country are rapidly progressing toward normalization and that the 
government is adopting serious measures on behalf of the sctablization of 
the economy, especially agriculture, through che major process of land re- 
forms. Ase a result of this, peasants and owners of livestock are becoming 
owners of land taken from fugitive feudalists. We have witnessed the re- 
spect the young revolutionary government has shown the Islamic religion 
and customs of ethnic groups and members of tribes inhabiting Afghanistan. 





At the same time, we have seen the ex osure of the propaganda tumult from 
the hyenas of Washington on ¢.e notorious Afghanistan issue. The dissem- 
ination of lies, calumnies and wrongful information is being promoted by 
some representatives of the Western mass media in Kabul, and all these 
lies and calumnies have covered our various radios with their sounds. At 
thie time it is extremely important for us to observe all events with our 
own eyes, especially the conduct of eyewitnesses regarding the improper 
activities of their lying "comrades" who are carrying out their masters’ 
social commands. 


This book includes reports by Soviet and foreign journalists which have 
been published during this period and have presented true conditions in 
Afghanistan. 


Time ie passing ewiftly. New documents and evidence can now be added 
which will help “The Truth about Afghanistan." 





Recent events have emphasized that the enemies of the revolution of Afghan- 
istan have not laid down arms and thet foreign espionage agencies are con- 
tinuing provocative actions and are organizing new activities. The world's 
publications, including Western ones, are publishing very Little material 
whose authors intend to present an accurate analysis of developments in 
this country. 


"The Truth about Afghanistan" is a valuable document and an analysis and 
investigation of events which occurred in the first weeks of the new stage 
of the April revolution, a stage which revived the goals and ideas of the 
revolution in ite real form. This is an important collection of documents 
which will help the reader obtain a proper idea of the events which have 
occurred in a difficult period of history. 


11887 
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AFGHANISTAN 


SYMBOLISM OF MAY DAY CELEBRATED 
Kabul ANIS in Dari 30 Apr 80 p 4 
/article: "Blessed Be the Day of Solidarity of the Workers of the Wor ld"'/ 


/Text/ Aw the most organized of classes, the epochal, powerful class of 
workers has a determining role in the qualitative change of society. Not 
only do workers, through their powerful hands and strong arms, move the 
most monstrous wheels of industry and civilization--they also possess a 
decisive, categoric role as the vanguard aware class in abrogating and 
eliminating unjust, inhuman relations which cause the deprivation of the 
broad masses of toilers. It is through thie medium that the day of soli- 
darity of the workers of the world is celebrated, with a special splendor 
and reverence, to protect and defend labor and the working man all over 
the world and in all countries. 


The unity of the working class and all toiling peoples is the aolution to 
all economic, social and political problems. From the time the scientific 
world view of the working class became in widespread and general use as a 
trenchant weapon and cutting force, in order to cleave the scalps of ex- 
ploitere and imperialists, the toiling workers, organizing to obtain their 
inalienable and lawful rights, have proceeded to struggle and fight, the 
bases of exploitation and imperialism have proceeded to disappear and be 
destroyed, and, with the passage of every day we see that the camp of 
peace, democracy and freedom is winning significant victories on behalf of 
the workers and all toiling peoples, and, conversely, imperialistic and 
exploitative circles are facing disgraceful, outrageous defeats. 


In Afghanistan, although the working class was not very broad or coordin- 
ated prior to the victorious April revolution in terms of numbers and 
quantity, it endured every kind of abundant material and moral hardsl.ip, 
suffering and deprivation. Working conditions were intolerable and work- 
ers had no kind of insurance to guarantee their future lives. However, 
with the triumph of the revolution, the situation has completely changed 
to their benefit and that of all the toilers in this land. Power was 
transferred to the Democratic People's Party of Afghanistan, tlat is, the 
Vanguard party of the working class and of all the toilers in the country-- 
the party which for the first time in our country has celebrated the day 
of solidarity of the workers of the world. 





It must be pointed out that not much attention is yet being given to the 
rights of workers and to meeting their necessities of life in imperialisc 
countries and chose countries where reactionary and despotic cliques hold 
political power. In those countries, the worker, who produces all the 
bounties of life and goods required by human society through hie fruitful, 
unremitting labor, himeelf lives in poverty, disease and confrontation with 
every kind of hardship of life, while the product of his creative, produc-~ 
tive labor is monopolized by a group of tyrannical plunderers. 


However, in Afghanistan, now that this country's workers and toilers pos- 
sees their powers themselves, they are performing indefatigable efforts to 
strenghthen the economic foundations of their democratic republic. They 
know that this government arises from them and is for them--therefore they 
consider that they have no choice but to perform all they have the power to 
in order to protect the gains of the triumphant April revolution and ice 
new etage of perfection and successfully to apply the broad development 
plans of their national democratic government. 


The first of May, the day of solidarity of the workers of the world, is 
being celebrated in a special form and manner ‘n our country, because the 
government, which is really the true representative of the workers and all 
tollers, is exerting copious efforts to secure their happiness and welfare. 
Similarly, the workers and other toilers and patriots of the nation are 
striving day and night as the strong and powerful bases of their democratic 
republic to strengthen and stabilize it as much as possible. 


We consider the worldwide day of labor and the laborers to be the holiday 
of the vanguard class of human society, and we celebrate it with happiness 
and joy, because this is the holiday of the suffering producers and im- 
parters of freedom to the deprived classes of society which are destroying 
the citadels of satanic pride and tyranny and the enemies of the freedom 
and existence of toiling, chaste mankind from the ground up through their 
solidarity and their just, righteous and indestructible struggles so that 
a free, developed and prosperous society may be built upon them. 





May the solidarity and unity of the workers be strong. 


Blessed be the day of solidarity of the workers of the world. 


11887 
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EGYPT 


ETHIOPIA'S ALLEGATIONS ON NILE WATERS REJECTED 
0290837 Cairo AL-AHRAM in Arabic 27 May 80 pp 1, 6 
|Unattributed report: “Egypt Rejects Ethiopian Memo on Nile Waters") 


[Text] The Arab Republic of Egypt has declared its rejection of Ethiopia's 
false allegations regarding Egypt's utilization of the Nile waters. Egypt 


considers these © |-»*tions an attempt to inter‘ere in its internal affairs 
and as absolut:  cwoutrary to the principles of the world community and the 
OAU, 


Minister of State for Foreign Affaire Dr Butrus Ghali said that a memorandum 
to this effect was delivered to the Ethiopian ambassador in Cairo and to 
the OAU in reply to a memorandum by the Ethiopian Government to the OAU, 


Ghali said that in its memorandum Egypt has stressed its full right to 
utilize its alloted share of the Nile waters in a manner which serves its 
interests and in accordance with the international agreemente defining the 
distribution and the utilization of the Nile waters. Egypt has also sub- 
stantiated its answer with historical facts that prove that the use of the 
Nile waters in the Sinai Peninsula is an absolute and unquestionable 
Egyptian right. 


Dr Butrus Chali said that Egypt has made it clear in its memorandum chat 
while it is fully fulfilling its commitments in accordance with the inter- 
national laws and agreements on the Nile waters, it adheres to the need for 
the source countries to strictly comply with the laws and agreements govern- 
ing the established rights of the countries through which the river flows. 


The minister of state for foreign affairs said that, in its memorandun, 

Egypt has called for cooperation among the Nilotic countries so as to 

achieve the ideal utilization of the Nile waters for the benefit of all ae 
the countries concerned, 


Foreign under secretary, Ambassador Samir Ahmad handed this memorandum to 
the Ethiopian ambassador. The memorandum will also be distributed among 
the OAU countries. 


CSO: 4802 





TRAN 


‘KYODO’ INTERVIEWS ‘ARAB PRESS SERVICE’ PRESIDENT ON IRAN ISSUE 


0WO1L1049 Tokyo KYODO in English 1025 GMT 1 Jun 60 


[Text] Tokyo, 1 Jun KYODO--The Iranian problem which has become triangular 
involving the United States, the Soviet Union and Iran will further be com- 
plicated. 


This view was expressed in an interview with KYODO NEWS SERVICE here by 
Pierre Shammas, president and editor in chief of the ARAB PRESS SERVICE 
(APS), who is a recognized figure of reporting and analyzing Middle Eastern 
issues. 


Ae for Japan's possible role, Shammas, who is in Japan at the invitation 
of a private energy promotion committee, said Japan can be the best promo- 
ter of peace in he Middle East with the “Hiroshima peace card." 


Details of the interview are as follows: 
QUESTION: What is your assesement of the Iranian situation now? 


ANSWER: The situation has become very complicated and dangerous. People 
who are running the show in Iran are the group of Beheshti, Islamic Repub- 
lican Party, which controle the parliament house (interrupted). 


How the more long it makes the (American) hostages not to be released and 
more strongly the West push the sanctions further, [as received] the more 
Beheshti will be forced to allow the Soviet Union to bring spare parte and 
experts of ofl fields. 


This is an invasion although it is not the same kind of invasion in Afghani- 
stan. The West is pushing as if putting Beheshti towards the Soviet Union. 


It is very difficult for President Abolhasan Bani-Sadr to fight this trend 
which is becoming more intensified as Iraq is putting the pressure from the 
border. 











Beheahti believes he would bring the Soviet Union at least to deter Iraq 
from invading Khugestan, 


I think this te very big miatake if all Weat's lengthen [aa received) the 
time, and if they don't solve the problem peacefully soon, 


it will be very big problem because once the Soviet Union arrives, it 
will never go. Once the Soviet experte on ofl arrive, there will be a big 
movement among the labor parties, labor movements in Khusestan, 


The problem has become triangular including the United States, the Soviet 
Union and Iran. It will be a further complication, 


QUESTION: What te the relation between revolutionary leader Ayatollah 
Ruhollah Khomeyni and Beheshci? 





ANSWER: Khomeyni has proved to be schizophrenic. He on one hand wante to 
strengthen the demand of Bani-Sadr who ia a moderate, but on the other hand, 
he wante to keep Beheshti powerful enough to check Bani-Sadr. Thies te 
creating a dual system which will be leading to the power struggle. 


QUESTION: What is the military situation? 


ANSWER: In the military, they have made the assesements that it was the 
time to move. There was an attempt of a coup. Some army collaborate 
apparently to allow Americans to move so deep in Iran, but the revolutionary 
regime ic having difficulty in purging the army. They don't know whom and 
if they do purge too much, they could not cope with the situation with Iraq. 


QUESTION: What is the meaning of the danger of the Soviet advance to Iran? 


ANSWER: If there is too much pressure, the Soviets will take over the Kurd- 
ish movement--the Soviet Union will keep the Kurdish movements always on 
because they are close. 


The Soviet involvement in ofl fields in Iran is going to be most dangerous 
development in the history of Iran and the Gulf, because this will achieve 
all the dreams of Peter the Great reaching the warm waters. From Afghanistan 
and Iran they will reach this heart of the oil. It is a very dangerous 
thing. 


QUESTION: What is the main purpose of Saudi Arabia in the Middle East for- 
eign policy? 


ANSWER: Saudi Arabia has tried to solve the hostage problem within Islamic 
context. The main purpose is stability of the Persian Gulf situation. 


QUESTION: What role should Japan play in the Middle East? 








ANSWER: Japan's role is the most important of all as a peace maker, Japan 
has what | consider the Hiroshima card, 1 think Japan can be the beat 
promoter of peace. 


If Japan exports arms, thie will destroy the Hiroshima peace card, Purther 
the military market of the Middle Bast ie already very well divided and 
shared by the two superpowers and Buropeans. For Japan, it is impossible 
to come and compete with them, 


QUESTION: What te the exact prospect of o11 price? 


ANSWER: I don't expect too much to happen from now until the end of thie 
year. Something may happen for increase, but not too much, 


Saudi Arabia has been more than reasonably responsible producer and the 
pricing leader in the world. Because of this, it has helped atabilize the 
situation in such a way that now with Iran producing almost nothing, etill 
the market ia not crazy. 
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YUGOSLAVIA'S DED'JER ELECTED TO TEHRAN CONFERENCE PRESIDLUM 


AUO31055 Belgrade TANJUG in English 1618 GMT 2 Jun 60 
[TANJUG headline: "Conference on U.S. Interventions in Iran") 


[Text] Tehran, 2 Jun (TANJUG)<-<"The conference is not any trial of the U.S. 
hostages but a free exchange of views," Iranian Foreign Minister Sadeq 
Qotbzadeh told journalists after the formal opening of the "International 
Conference on U.S. Inverventions in Iran," today. 


Participating in the work of the conference are representatives of political 
parties, liberation movements, trade unions and other organizations and a 
number of prominent figures of the international polit‘cal scene. 


Nongovernment organizations of some 50 countries are attending the conference 
which, over the next four days, will discuss the interference of U.S. Admin- 
iatrations into Iran's internal affaires in the last 25 years. The Russel's 
Tribunal President, Yugoslav academician Dr Vladimir Dedijer is elected in- 
tothe conference presidency as representative of Europe. 


Yugoslavia is represented by interparliamentary union Yugoslav group Presi- 
dent Ilija Topaloski and University of Sarajevo Rector Arif Tanovic. Be- 
side Dedijer, the Iranian Government also invited Dr Becir Dzaka, professor 
of Persian language at the University of Sarajevo, capital of the Yugloslav 
constituent Republic of Bosnia-Herzegovina, to take part in the work of the 
conference. 


Opening the conference, conference Secretary-General Ahmad Salmatian ex- 
pressed hope that the conference participants will “carry home the truth about 
the fact that for many a decade, the Iranian people did not decide on its 

own fate but that the decisions were taken in the Pentagon and in the White 
House." 


According to the statement of Iranian Foreign Minister Qotbzadeh, a joint 
communique is to be released at the closing of the conference. The condi- 
tion for the communique's release is that it has to be unanimously adopted 


by the present participants. 


10 








The conference was aleo addressed by Iranian President Bani-Sadr who said 
that the Iranian people has carried out 4 revolution againat the beat armed 
army in the Third World and at the same time unmasked the hypocriey in the 
relationa between the big powers and other countries, Bani-Sadr condemned 
the division of the world into epheres on influence and charged the big 
powers of being responsible for the "moral and economic crisie and causing 
the threat of nuclear war." 


The Iranian foreign minister read the message of the leader of the Islamic 
Revolution, Imam Khomeyni to the participants of the conference. Khomeyni 
informed the delegates that they will be given insight into only a few docu- 
mente which were “found in the so-called U.S. Embassy and which the U.S, 
agente did not succeed in destroying." Khomeyni believes that even those 
few documenta will be enough to confirm U.S. interference into Iran's inter- 
nal affairs. 


C80: 4920 
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IRAN 


PRESIDENTIAL DELEGATION IN RASHT HOLDS FINAL MEETLNG 
LD302044 Tehran Domestic Service in Persian 1930 GMT 30 May 60 


[Text] According to a report from Rasht, the final session of the special 
delegation of the office of the president sent to investigate and solve the 
existing problems was held thie afternoon. Attending were the governor 
general of Gilan and a number of reaponsible officials of the province. 

The session was held in the water and electricity department building of 
northern region in Rasht, and lasted about 2 hours. Reviewed were problems 
of the region concerning workers, factories, agriculture, Sangrud mines, 
Rasht industrial development, tea plantations, forestry and cost of living. 
Undertakings by Gilan Province officials with regard to speeding up opera- 
tions, pursuing and solving different problem, and maintaining contacts 
with the special delegation in Tehran was confirmed. 


The governor general of Gilan, as the co-ordinator of the current affairs; 
the director general of water and electricity department of the northern 
region as the secretary of the follow-up commission; and the directors gen- 
eral of labor and social welfare, industries and mining, agriculture and ru- 
ral development, sound and profile of the Islamic Republic of Iran, Rasht 
center; officials responsible for Jihad reconstruction; the Islamic revolu- 
tion guards corps; the police and gendarmerie were assigned to execute the 
plane of the region and solve the problems of Gilan region as members of the 
follow-up commission. If need be they will seek assistance from the 12-man 
special delegation in Tehran to help solve existing problems. 


CSO: 4906 
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GOVERNMENT DELEGATION ARRIVES IN SANANDAJ 





LD301312 Tehran Domestic Service in Persian 0930 GMT 30 May 80 


[Text] According to our correspondent's report from the Sanandaj news cen- 
ter, a delegation sent on behalf of Dr Bani-sadr, the president, arrived 
in Sanandaj in order to study, meet the requirements and make preliminary 
preparations for the implementation of development, agriculture, animal 
husbandry and housing projects. The delegation is composed of: 


Aytaollah Khosrowshahi, president of the board of trustees of the housing 
foundation; 


Eng Seyfian, managing director of the housing foundation; 

Dr ‘Abbaspur, minister of power; 

Eng Kalantari, minister of roads and transport; 

Eng Ne'matzadeh, minister of labour and social affairs; 

Dr Sheybani, minister of agriculture and rural development; 
Eng Khansari, an agricultural expert; 

Mr Shafiq, from the Imam's relief committee; 

Eng Khamushi, supervisor of the foundation of the oppressed; 
Eng Molana, director of the industrial construction group of (Akam) ; 
Mr Khamushi from the guilds committee of the Imam; and 

Eng Nezhad-Hoseyni from the ‘Alavi foundation. 


The members of this delegation yesterday visited the relief and assistance 
headquarters of Sanandaj, the city hospitals, the governorate and other 
parte of the city and talked to people in the streets and shops. 


Projects that are under consideration by this delegation are of two kinds. 
Firet, the implementation of short-term projects in Sanandaj, which include 
all urgent requirements, foodstuffs and other daily necessities; the ap- 
pointment of the committee to calculate damages and repaid the damages in- 
flicted on people's houses and government premises. Second, the implementa- 
tion of long-term projects, which include the construction of 1,000 housing 
units in Sanandaj for the oppressed people; the completion of work of the 


Qeshlaq Dam to end the city's water shortage; the creation of village roads 
and the implementation of animal husbandry and agricultural projects. 


Dr Sheybani, the minister of agriculture and rural development, said at an 
interview with our correspondent; a large number of tents will be put at 
the disposal of the villagers; they will be delivered to them soon. 


CSO: 4904 13 








ORGANLZATLONS NOT COOPERATING WITH MOBLLIZATION STAFF 
Tehran SOBH-E AZADEGAN in Persian 16 Apr 80 p 12 


(Text] HojjatoleslamAmir Majd, Supervisor of the National Mobilization Staff 
(NMS], in yesterday's presse and radio-television interview responded to 
reporters’ questions concerning the economic embargo, severance of relations 
with the United States, addiction and traffic. 


Concerning the economic embargo, Hojjatoleslam Amir Majd said: Fortunately, 
because we recognized the enemy's nature, we took necessary precautions before 
they could put their plane into effect. Our people are not ready to let the 
least harm come to their freedom and independence, and through work, effort 
and revolutionary patience we will eliminate these problems. These economic 
sanctions will not only fail to harm or damage us, but will instead bring us 
to stand on our own two feet by attaining self-sufficiency, and cause our own 
industry and agriculture to prosper. He added: At the present moment we have 
at our disposal thousands of prepared and organized individuals who are 
currently located in various parts of the country. Each one of them is ready 
to rush to the aid of our army brothers at any place in the country necessary. 
The NMS Supervisor added: We have no shortage in the labor force. As for 
facilities, those requisites have been placed at the disposal of NMS by 
various authorities. 


Traffic Problem 


Regarding the traffic plan, the NMS Supervisor said: This plan was handed 

over to responsible organizations for execution, organizations such as the 
Traffic Department, the Tehran Bus Company, and the Traffic Organization. 

These are the people in charge, and it is from them that necessary explan- 
ations concerning the performance or non-performance of a plan should be sought. 


It was our duty to put this plan into effect with empty hands, and with the 
sacrifice of the majority of people, it was done in a good and satisfactory 
manner. Now it is the people's duty to ask the authorities to carry out the 
people's plans. 


Amir Majd said: in reference to the new duties of the NMS, this staff will 
be able to assume only a cooperative role in carrying out these duties. 
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Addiction Problem 


Concerning the addiction problem, and what the NMS was doing in this area, 
Hojjatoleslam Amir Majd said: This responsibility has been given over to the 
Miniatry of Health, Therefore we have put all the plane in this connection 
that have arrived at NMS at the disposal of the Ministry of Health. We are 
also ready to cooperate with the Ministry of Health for the complete conquest 
of thie addiction. 


Economic Embargo 


Concerning the economic embargo, he said: It is possible that the shortage 

of spare parte will make us dependent on other countries. However, now that 
the United Sta:es will no longer give ue spare parts, it is not advisable under 
present conditions to purchase some items at six times their original price 
(although thie is being done), while Iranian experts are capable of producing 
this equipment in Iran, The difficulties must be exhaustively discussed with 
the people. Our weapon is the people; if a program or plan does not rely 

on the people, that plan will be unperformable. 


Amir Majd added: The enemy has the intention of making us dependent on him 
through spare parts. 1 must say right now there are institutions in our 
country that are capable of pieparing this equipment. It is necessary to 
strengthen these institutions and utilize their skills and industry. All this 
of course is possible only if these institutions are permitted to do so and 

if there is no trouble-making. 


The NMS Supervisor spoke about speeding-up work: The machinery that should 
be the means to do so has itself become an obstruction to this action. 


The NMS Supervisor said: We are ready to supply the country's ordinary needs 
for spare parts. The future program of the NMS is industrial mobilization, 

the plan for which will soon be drawn up. In this plan the abilities of Iranian 
workers and experts, which are very great, will be used; these dormant talents 
will be put to work. One of the goals of this mobilization is the self- 
sufficiency of our industry. 


Hojjatoleslam Amir Majd in another portion of his speech said: The NMS is an 
independent institution which relies on the people, and which is not dependent 
on any class or organization. Officials must be taught that if the performance 
of plans and programs is entrusted to the people in a fundamental and revo- 
lutionary manner, the people will carry them to completion vigorously and in 

a much better fashion. 


Unfortunately the officials of the NMS have not had and do not have the 
necessary cooperation, and there has been opposition to and obstruction of 
the execution of NMS's plans. 
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As a sample of this, a number of persons have said that the traffic plan of 
NMS ia revolutionary, but it is neither economic nor scientific, 


Hojjatoleslam Amir Majd continued: We are ready, with the cooperation and 
assistance of the people, to solve any problem existent in this country which 
other organizations are not capable of remedying. 


9597 
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POLITICAL, MILITARY LEADERS INTERVIEWED ON INTERNAL MATTERS 


Athens ELEVTHEROTYPIA in Greek 10, 12 May 80 


—— — with President Bani-Sadr, Chief of Staff Shadmehr and Tudeh 
r Kianuri, by Giorgos Mavros 


Ao May 80 p 77 
5* Until the former Officers' Club is converted into a presidential 
mansion, 





Abol Hassan Bani-Sadr, president of the Islamic Republic, leader 
of Iran's Revolutionary Council and former Sorbonne University economics 
professor, will be using the premier's office and home which have remained 
vacant since Basargan's resignation and which may have their legal tenant 
thie week. 


In the hallways of the present presidential mansion at the intersection 
of Palestine and Pasteur Sts. in the heart of Teheran, traffic congestion 
has multiplied tenfold compared to the period before the American fiasco. 
The Cuban foreign minister and his escorts with large Cuban /cigars/ 

in mouth and Pasdaran revolutio with pistols in te circulate 
continually those waiting /as are/ Pasdara: women with the familiar 
Kalashnikov barrels sticking out of their wide, black chadors 
barefooted 'efin from far away Baluchestan with bundles of Vowel? 
papers in hand are patiently waiting for the solution of some personal 


problem. 


Finally, some Buropean diplomats in elegantly pressed suits are waiting 
to deliver to the president the rovtine note of protest "against the 


violation of the international rules of law and for the liberation of the 
American hostages." 


The Islamic Republic president's office itself is an Iran in miniature. 

But up to what degree does this picture in the presidential palace corridors-- 
a picture, let us say, of the feverish revolutionary activities--also reflect 
the overall activities? 


The steady refusal of President Bani-Sadr, fo. lowing the American incursion, 
to give an exclusive interview to any journalist because he is extremely 
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busy cost this journalist 15 days of waiting and 10 to 15 telephone calle 
daily. This persistence is due to the fact that after several trips /to 
Iran/ during the past 15 months this reporter concluded that some very 
important changes had taken place in the whirlpool of Iran's revolutionary 


typhoon. 


The most important conclusion of this journalist is reflected in the first 
question he had the opportunity to submit to A. Bani-Sadr during the 
exclusive interview the president gave him. The full text of the interview 
is as follows: 


Question: Mr. President, thie ie my sixth visit to Iran and for the first 
time 1 have ascertained /the existence of/ some discontent between the bare- 
footed /Mostas'efin/ who constitute 80 percent of the country's population 
and the main body of the revolutionaries. I have found out that this 
discontent is sometimes manifested overtly. 


Answer: I think you will agree with me that the Mostaz'efin's discontent 
is not considerable and broad... 


Question: But it exists anyway... 


Answer: First of all, this shows the democratization of the Islamic 
Republic as well as the revolutionary dynamism of the masses. 


Question: So it does... 


Anawer: The fact that discontent among the barefooted exists is both 
logical and understandable. In reality we are blockaded economically. For 
this reason we cannot effectively fight unemployment; we cannot, that is, 
improve those living conditions and needs which will satisfy the barefooted. 


Question: You do not give in. The blockade will continue and so will 
the discontent of the Mostas'efin. A deadlock, therefore? 


Answer: No. Legislatively we did what we should: we abolished land 
owndership, we abolished the industrial and bank capital. We have, that 
is, laid the foundations for improvement of the living conditions for all 
the people... 


Question: Then why the discontent? 


Answer: But I have already told youl The foundations we laid have 

absolutely no possibility for positive results in a country which has an 
absolutely dependent economy and which, in addition, is blockaded economically. 
This is the reason. 


Question: Yes, but could it be that the masses are tired of the continuous 
struggles during the post-revolutionary process? 
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Answer: No. Don't you see how many millions participate in the demonstra- 
tions each time the revolution is threatened or whenever danger looms? 
Didn't you see how many millions gathered on May Day? 


Question: Now to a much discussed issue, Mr. President. Two days ago the 
Soviet Union offered to completely replace Iran's radar system on the 
condition that you permit it to scrutinise the aircraft and helicopters 
the Americans abandoned in the desert after the fiasco. 


Answer: We are not about to accept the offer. Did we get rid of the 
Americans in order to replace them with the Soviets’ 





Question: Yes, but then you will never know how the Americans penetrated 
your air space without being detected... 


Answer: We do knowl Their C-130 aircraft and helicopters were equipped 
with special devices which neutralized our radar by rendering it inoperative, 
This is the reason the Soviets made their proposal--they wanted to find 

out the type of devices the Americans used. We know that the Americans 

had such devices. 


Question: Tudeh (Communist Party) Secretary General Kiamuri told me that 
his party had warned Imam Khomeyni himself 36 hours before the Americans 
were to realize their military operation against the regime and Khomeyni 
within the next 48 hours. What do you have to say about this? 


Answer: Personally 1 had heard nothing. it is a fact that Toudeh is 
affiliated with the Soviet Union Communist Party and that they have inter- 
communications. It is possible, therefore, that they got their information 
from the Soviet Union. My personal view is that Toudeh says these things 
simply because our investigation confirms them. However, they say these 
things mainly for propaganda reasons--to display strength, in other words. 


Question: Thus far what are the conclusions drawn from the examination 
of the devices and records found in the American aircraft? 


Answer: The objective of the American imperialists was « coup against the 
Islamic Republic. It was their plan to create chaos through lightning quick 
military operations, assassinations and provocations. The liberation of the 
hostages was the last thing on their minds. You see, despite the fact that 
they violated our air space by means of their perfect devices which were 
paid for with Third World blood /as published7, in the end they damaged 
their pretige irreparably. Anyway, I do not believe that this will be a 
lesson to them. we expect them again. One, however, should be aware of the 
fact that the American incursion had as a direct result the bloodshed which 
the Fedayin--and only they--caused simultaneously in the universities and 
in Kurdistan. 


Question: Are you contemplating the possibility of replacing Iran's radar 
system as well as the overall defense system? 
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Answer: Of course, since we expect another attack, 

Question: Where are you looking for a new radar system? 

Answer: we are not looking only for radar equipment but for general 
industrial equipment as well in order for our economy to cease being a 
dependent economy. But in no way shall we exchange our independence for 
some industrial sutstitutes. The exchange will be on a one to one basis, 


Question: Are you now negotiating industrial trading with some countries? 





Answer: Western Huropean countries are attached to American imperialism 
and any negotistions witn them have no meaning. we have proposals for 
meaningful trading with at least 10 Asian and non-destern European countries. 


Question: What about the socialist countries? 


Answer: We demand honest trading with anyone willing to cooperate with 
us. It is not a secret that we need to import technology in exchange for 
the rich mineral resources we have. 


Question: I believe you are supporting the gradual elimination of the 
various centers of power. In the past 15 months one has observed the odd 
implementation of special laws promulgated by isolated groups of people... 


Answer: Yes, this is very bad, extremely bad. The greatest enemies of 
our revolution are imperialism, counter-revolutions and any oppositionist 
forces besides, of course, our impatience and the lack of dynamism on 
everybody's part. Any measure we might adopt for combatting these ills 
would have no results if there were no unity and a central government with 
full authority. Multiformity in the centers of power means only weakening 
the revolution day by day. 


Bani-Sadr, president of the Republic, leader of the Revolutionary Council 
and of Iran's Armed Forces, is beyond any doubt and to a large extent the 
country's strongest leader after Khomeyni. His answers to ELEVTHEROTYPIA's 
questions reflect the full measure of the Iranian revolution's dynamism 
which the shortsighted analysts cannot or do not want to understand. 


Ae May 80 p 77 


fText/ The Soviets knew in advance of the American plan for a military 
neursion in Iran. They even knew details of the plan. This is the 
conclusion this reporter arrived at following the lengthy discussions he 
held with Iran's political and military leadership. 


"We had given detailed information to Imam Khomeyni himself 3%6 hours before 
the American incursion," said the secretary general of the Tudeh Communist 
Party during an interview with ELEVTHEROTYPIA. 
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"Our services had information from various ," claim sibylline 
chief of lran'e Armed Forces Generel Shadmehr — — during his 
interview with GLEVTHEROTYPIA—the first he ever gave to a non-lranian 
journalist, 


We believe thet these two interviews shed light on several facete--froam 
different optical angles--of the situation as it appears today in Lran. 


"The discontent which is for the first time among the masses 

ie not dangerous. It Pym FAA, 4 4A I - the after- 
math of each revolution,” saye N. Kianuri in contrast to President Bani -Sadr 
who in his interview argued that the discontent of the masses is due to 
the failure to satisfy their demands es a result of the economic blockade, 


At the same time, General Qiadmehr states categorically: "The people will 
——- thenseives alongside the army." The interview with him is as 
' 


Question: General, what is the situation as concerns the morale of the 
armed forces personnel? It is said that more than 3% percent deserted 
the forces which are thus weakened proportionately... 





Answer: This is what the Americans eay and we have heard it beforel First 
of all, I] am wondering--using their logic--how they can think that they 
can be believed when they claim that an army as well organized as ours can 
have 30 percent desertions. It is not sol There has been a numerical 
decrease since the military service was reduced from 2); to 18 months and 
nothing more. After the revolution 8,000 persons in the armed forces 
resigned or were dismissed. 





Question: General, are the Iranian Armed Forces capable of confronting 
the American forces /on ships] anchored in the Indian Ocean and the Oulf of 
Oman? 


Anewer: The American ships you refer to total % and according to our 
information they can land 11,000 soldiers. Through an air bridge this 
mumber can reach 40,000 to 50,000. Their air force strength is 115 to 
120 planes. In a first phase action we can face them easily. 


Question: What measures have you taken to meet a possible American 
invasion? 


Answer: We have pleced all our forces on a status of contimal readiness, 
We are not going to allow the Americans to use the bases they had in Iran. 
We have destroyed some of them and we are now using the rest. 


Question: Can you protect the Hormus Strait at the entrance of the Persian 
Gulf and your oilfields? 
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Anewert The security of the Horme Strait and the Persian Gulf is of 
greater importance to the Americans than to us. If they block the gulf 
then they should see to it that their allies get their supply of of] from 
other countries. Can they? Ie there enough of] elsewhere’ 


——— Despite what you eay, what if they decide to mine the Persian 


Answer: They will experience the same disappointment as in Haiphong. 


Question: Will you confront the Americans if they continue their limited 
military incursions? 





the American incursion % hours before it took 
prevent it? 


Arewer: Our intelligence had many relevant reports. 


Question: But President Bani-Sedr said that the American planes were 
equipped with devices which neutralised your redar system and penetrated 


(your air space)... 


Anewer: The Amricans know the weak spots of our defense. #e will try to 
correct them with our own forces. We have the necessary technologicel 


MOONS « «+ 
Question: In other words, you don't agree with the proposal made by the 
Soviets to completely Iran's redar system provided they be allowed 


to examine the aircraft and helicopters the Americans left in the deser.? 
Answer: Many countries have offered to help in « military way... 
Question: which countries? 


Anewer: Many. We are at an advanced stage of negotiations. We shall 
select the proposals best serving us. 


Question: What is the attitude of the country's armed forces toward the 
Soviet Union? 
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Answer: The dominating slogan ie: The will sacrifice thamsolves 
for the army. The army will secrifice i for the people. 


Question: What about your relations with Iraq? 
We oan easily confront their provocations which as you know are 


The text of the interview with Tudeh Communist Party Secretary 
Kienuri is as follows: 


=o Can you give me a brief description of the present situation in 
ren 


Answer: We recently witnessed an unsuccessful attempt by the Americans 
to overthrow the democratic Islamic order in Iran. Our party warned 
Khomeyni himself % houre before the invasion... 

Question: Please, | would like first to discuss the internal situation... 


Anewer: ell, 1 was saying thet our party gave information % hours before 
the invasion... 


Question: 777 


Answer: Yes, before the Am the 
information we from our channels and onary 
next 





Question: What did the information say? 

Anewer: 1 can't give you details. I can only tell you that the detelle 
of the American plans proved the provocetory character if the disturbances 
the Fedayin had created simultaneously in universities and in Kurdistan, 
Question: How did the Americans deactivate the Iranian radar aystem? 
Anewer: Thay had special redar deactivating devices. 

Question: What elee did the American plans include? 


Anewer: The ccoupetion of the TV building, the installation of improvised 
but etrong military bases which would be used by other 





Anewer: Just what you heave heard. 


Question: Let us now come to the internal situation. This is the fifth 
time I have visited your country. For the first time, I find « pronounced 
discontent among the barefooted--the Mostas'efin, in other words. 


» Last year the masses still hed « living experience 
the unrest. 1 believe that the Revolution is developing contimelly. 





t The Fedayin and worse still the Meoists and the pretending leftiete, 
question: What is their attitude toward the Mostaes'efin? 

Answer: Thay play a positively serious role. Their policy is outlined in 
an open way. They have ewakened the masses which, numbed by the elation 

of the victory, let the reactionaries operate almost openly. 


Question: In spite of all you have said, I insist thet 1 have found discon- 
tent amongst the barefooted, « discontent, moreover, which is openly manifested. 
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Anawer: ut thie discontent you refer to ie not dangerous, It ie the 
result of the feeling created by the unfulfillment of what they hoped to 
achieve immediately following the overthrow of the shah's regime. The 
same phenomenon appears in al) revolutions, Pventually this masse of 
activiete may decrease or part of the masses may be rendered inactive. 
Rut thie ie not destructive, 


Question: Rxplain to me the collation between President llani-Sedr and 
Ayatollah Beheshti, the leader of the clergy. 


Answer: We did not warmly eppleud Bani-Sedr at first. Dut now, and 
especially after the American invasion, we consider his position as positive. 
= collation with Beheshti hae not « toxic but inter-factional character, 

t us say. 


Question: 1 personally believe that this collation has to do with 
conservatian and demodernisation. 


Anewer: Not necessarily, but this too is true to « certain degree. 


Question: *#hat do you expect from the elections to be held in the near 
future? 


Anewer: in the first phase of the elections our party increased ite forces 


by 50 percent despite the heavy propaganda of our adversaries whose 
epicenter was the invasion in Afghanistan. 1 think that in the next phase 


it will be very difficult to elect our candidates. 
Question: How do you see the relations between the army and the people? 
Anewer: They have never been closer. 


7520 
C30 14,908 


25 








TRAN 


ENVOY TO KUWAIT DECRIES TRAN'S WEAKNESS IN GULF 
Tehran KEYHAN in Persian 11 May 80 p 9 


[Text] Dr ‘Ali Shame Ardankani, Ambassador of the Islamic Republic of 
Iran to Kuwait, in a special interview with Mohammad Reypur, KEYHAN 
political reporter, declared that Iran's foreign policy in the Persian 
Gulf is extremely weak and passive. If thie policy continues in the same 
manner, in this region, doubtlessly, we will be dealt blows by the imperi- 
aliste and their local stooges which will do irreperable damage. 


Then Iran's Ambassador to Kuwait cited the country where he is serving as 

an example, and said: If you look at the present political condition of 
Kuwait, what do you see there? You see the incursions of the Iraq govern- 
ment which is doing whatever it wants there. Why? Because we do not have 

a definite foreign policy in this region. Not only do we not have an active 
policy, we haven't even taken up a passive one. 


The Persian Gulf region is reckoned as one of the most important regions 
in the world. All the countries which are interested parties in this 
region possess definite policies, while we who are accounted the greatest 
country in the region have no sort of positive, logical policy there. 


Therefore why should not Iraq overstep its own Limit in Kuwait, especially 
in light of the facte that Kuwait would be deemed the weaker party in 

an evaluation of the two countries’ forces, and that Iraq has also had 
territorial claims to this small country for years past? 


Shams added that because of our lack of a positive policy in the region, 
Islamic and national forces in Kuwait and other Persian Gulf countries 
have become disillusioned. However, I am convinced that in the long 
term they will gain power and put the Iraqi Ba'thist aggressive forces 
in their place. 


Misleading propaganda and political maneuvering can never take the place 
of truth. I personally have no fear of the policies of nationalistic 


fascists because such policies arising from bankrupt schools of political 
thought are in error. One can say in this connection: 
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Of the Turkish archers | have no fear, Their last arrow will break againat 
our jeers, 


It ie our lack of presence in Kuwait and other Persian Gulf areas that has 
made and continues to make these bold and aggressive paupers more and more 
impudent. 


The Iranian envoy to Kuwait then compared Iran's foreign policy during 
the deposed Shah's era with Ielamic Republic of Iran's present policy in 
the region, and said: The deposed Shah's foreign policy in the Persian 
Gulf region was a policy of terror. Or I should say that in general a 
policy of terror dominated relations between countries in this region. 


The equation of terror which the deposed Shah executed in the region on 
the orders of his American masters was mistakenly designated as one of 
firmness and stability. 


this equation was perfected in the 1974 Algeria Conference; you must not 

be astounded to discover that the premises of this equation had been 
prepared by Abba Eban and Moshe Dayan, both former Israeli foreign ministers, 
and Richard Helms, former head of the CIA. 


With the glorious victory of Iran's Islamic Revolution, this equation 
has been tossed into the garbage can of history. But those powers which 
previously formed the essential parts of this equation must be closely 
examined; we must see how these powers are acting in the region today, 
and what our reaction to them is. 


The first major instability in this equation of terror was the role that 
the deposed Shah was to play as the gendarme of the region. As I have 
said, the Islamic revolution with the single spark of ‘Neither East nor 
West, the Islamic Republic is best’ burnt this gendarme into smoke and 
ashes. But we must not make the mistake of thinking that imperialism at 
the present moment is titally deprived of possessing such a gendarme. 

1 emphasize that this gendarme exists, although not in the open fashion 
of the deposed Shah. Today the gendarme of the region is in disguise. 
But we do not see it and perhaps take it to be our friend. 


Then Iran's Ambassador to Kuwait pointed to the role which the Ba'thist 
government of Iraq is now playing in the region, saying: It is true that 
this country and other Arab countries similar to it raise a clamour of 
nationality and vilify the U.S. night and day; but we see in fact that 
this country has united with the imperialists against the Islamic Revolu- 
tion of Iran, that it pursues the Palestinians and has allied with Sultan 
Hassan, King of Morocco, against the Saharan revolutionaries. 


In this region we must deal with these forces: Governments, national forces, 
the economic, political and military presence of the superpowers, and the 
political, economic and military presence of the other countries of this 
region. 
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The Itelamic Republic of Iran must adjust ite policy in the Persian Gulf 
to the relations that exist between these inconstant elements, and adopt 
an active, not a passive, policy in the region. 


Shame Ardakani then violently attacked the decision Iran took directly 
after the Ielamic Revolution's victory to expel the Iranian forces from 
Dhofar, saying: At that time I emphatically told officiale of the Foreign 
Ministry that this decision was treachery. And I say right now that those 
who made such a decision must be tried in the people's presence and must 
tell in which power's interest they made this decision. 


Now you ask why IT make such a judgment’? I reply that this ‘hasty’ decision 
hae now resuited in our giving Sultan Qabus the potential to engage his 
territory in combat against our revolution. If we had not taken that 
decision and we had kept our forces there, Qabus would never have been 
able to establish ‘Oman as a means of attack on us today. 


Therefore we must investigate who these individuals were who expelled the 
Iranian forces from Dhofar without any reservations or qualifications. 

If we consider the cause and effect, we will doubtless conclude that the 
expulsion of Iran's forces from Dhofar was a plot against Iran and the 
people of Iran, in the service of imperialiem and the interests of the 
United States. Allow me to better analyze the matter proverbially: They 
took the rifles which we had taken from the enemy and gave them back to 


the enemy... 





In reply to the question as to whether Iran was able to get its points of 
view accepted by the delegates of the other countries to the OPEC Conference 
in Taif, and speaking as an energy expert, what are your basic points of 
view concerning Iran's petroleum policy, Shams Ardakani said: Several 

years prior to the victory of the Islamic Revolution of Iran I had the good 
fortune of entering this country as an energy expert on the invitation of 
the Kuwait government, and I examined the petroleum problems of the region 
from up close. 


Now that I have the responsibility of the ambassadorship to Kuwait, most 

of my work concerns energy problems and petroleum policy. In my opinion, 
Iran is playing half of its role in OPEC. Because after the victory of 

the Islamic revolution Iran could have taken up a more forceful, more 
incisive, more effective policy that would have thrown the industrial West 
into a decline, if not in the region, at least in the oil-producing centers 
of the region. But in spite of this we were able to keep the control of 
oil-pricing in our hands. 


Prior to the victory of Iran's Islamic Revolution, the price of a barrel 
of oil did not exceed $12, but now thanks to the blessings and grace of the 
revolution the price of a barrel has increased to between $30 and $35. 
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But in this connection we must not forget one problem, and that is an 
examination of the backward countries, The imperialiat countries and their 
stooges in the region such as Iraq have repeatedly claimed that it was 

Iran which for the sake of irregularly raising the price of oil has driven 
the poor countries to ruin. 


With this poisonous propaganda imperialiam has put ite finger on the 
problem; but however much it may appear to be true ict ia in reality 
misleading. This ta because 90 percent of ofl exporta have been made to 
the industrial Weat which previously plundered ua while the oll imports 
of the backward countries did not exceed the 10 percent level, I now 
suggest that we barter our oil with these countries in exchange for 
essential goods so that in this fashion we can sever the hands of the 
plunderers and the oil-devouring middlemen; in this way we can at least 
profit from the $3 billion which our foreign exchange reserves annually 
lose in value due to international inflation. 


In reply to the last question concerning the smuggling of one thousand 
tuman notes into L[ran, and the problem the toiling Iranian workers are 
having exchanging thousand tuman notes in Kuwait and other Persian Gulf 
countries, Ardakani said: In discussions which I recently had with Central 
Bank officials, we concluded that this very week several delegations from 
the Central Bank will be sent to Kuwait and other Gulf sheikdoms to purchase 
the workers’ rials and deposit that money in their accounts in Iran. 


We asked in what fashion would the Central Bank purchase the rials of 
Iranians. The L[ranian Ambassador replied: Because the entry of Iranian 
rials into Iran was forbidden because of the decline of the price of the 
tuman after the revolution, and in addition because Iranian workers are 
purchasing Iranian money in Kuwait at half its official price, the Iranian 
government decided that in order to help these toilers it would issue a 
currency passport to each one of them, and would purchase their currency 
at the same rate currently is sold to Iranians traveling abroad. 


The Iranian Ambassador to Kuwait then added that with the adoption of such 
a foreign exchange policy, the Islamic Republican government will first 

of all render the greatest service to Iranian workers, and secondly remedy 
the previous currency policy in which the left hand knew not what the 
right did. Meanwhile the Iranian Ambassador to Kuwait announced tnat 
until the end of Ordibehesht [21 Apr - 21 May] the entry and exit of cargo 
and passenger launches to and from Iran will be strictly prevented in 
order that currency smugglers will not be able to smuggle thousand tuman 
notes into Iran. 


Shams in conclusion added that all of these problems were presented in 
an audience with the Imam, and His Honor issued definite orders for the 
relief of the Iranian workers employed in Kuwait and the Persian Gulf 
sheikdoms. 


Furthermore he provided useful guidance towards strengthening the relations 
of our country with other countries in the region. 
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LRAN 


INDUSTRIAL REFORMS PUT INTU PRACTICE 
Tehran KEYHAN in Persian 26 Mar 80 p 12 


[Excerpts] "The Ministry of Labor will construct housing for the workers 
with three billion tomans in funds." Eng Ne'matzadeh, the minister of 

labor and social affairs, made this announcement in an exclusive interview 
with KEYHAN, and said: “With the help of the workers’ Welfare Bank and 

the Housing Bank, we intended to make a loan available to the factory workers' 
cooperative housing companies in order that organizational housing might 

be built for the volunteers. Unfortunately, the Welfare Bank did not have 
the funds available, so a credit was supposed to be made available to the 
Welfare Bank by the Central Bank to carry out this project; but, unfor- 
tunately, once again, this money, too, was not made available to the Wel- 
fare Bank. Therefore, despite our efforts to solve this problem, unfor- 
tunately, for this year it was impossible and we have a bone to pick with 
our friends at the Central Bank and the Welfare Bank. Although the project 
was approved in the Revolutionary Council, it just was not feasible for 

this year. Next year, we will begin to work through the Housing Bank, and 
three billion tomans have been allocated in next year's budget for construct- 
ing housing for the workers. Unfortunately, in launching any new work, cum- 
bersome laws and regulations exist; it is up to our offices to remove all 
of these obstacles in order that the project might be prepared, approved and 
executed." 


The KEYHAN reporter asked, “When will the cooperative work project that is 
to be launched with the cooperation of the provincial governments for grad- 
uates, dipioma holders, and other labor groups be officially launched"? The 
minister of labor said, "This work project has already been implemented, 

and it has been functioning for nearly 2 months now under the supervision 

of the provincial governments and through the Higher Employment Councils 
that have been formed in the provincial capitals. According to the studies 
that we have made so far, the project has achieved satisfactory results. 
Because this is a new plan and people are unaccustomed to it, we encountered 
some difficulties and, occasionally, we had to change the laws and regulations. 
Fortunately, statistics obtained yesterday show that 526 companies have been 
formed throughout the country during the past 2 months, and 312 companies 
have been registered. Each of these companies has between 10 and 59 members, 
and all members have become shareholders by purchasing 500-toman shares. In 








some inatances, assiatance ie being given to them through the governor general's 
office, and loans will be made available through the volume of the project. 

Our objective in this project is more production jobs; but, service jobs, 

too, are included, i.e., construction, commercial, engineering, and road 
building jobs. For example, seven companies have been formed in Kerman to 

set up gas pumps, and we have also made available facilities for obtaining 

a business license, which has been very difficult in the past; opportunities 

for establishing gas pumps had never been given this easily te eo many diplo- 
ma holders. Moreover, I witnessed water wells in Kerman that had been exca- 
vated by these same companies." 


The KEYHAN correspondent asked, “We need some expertise in some of these 
fields. What is being done in these cases and how are you training the in- 
dividuals"? The minister of labor, Eng Ne'matzadeh said in response, "We are 
trying to have experts in some of the groups; otherwise, we will get help 
from knowledgeable outside individuals who are working in government com- 
panies.” 


Regarding the Unemployment Insurance Plan, the minister of labor said, "This 
plan is ready and we presented it to the Revolutionary Council; but, because 
it is a radical task and requires study there, it has been turned over to 
another commission for a final review. The view of the commission was that, 
at the present time, our country is not in a state of equilibrium and the 
question therefore has been shelved. We are persisting since much work has 
been done on this plan, and we hope that the Revolutionary Council will ap- 
prove it.” 


Eng Ne'matzadeh likewise said regarding the regulation for the councils, "The 
regulation for the councils has been drafted, and it was discussed this very 
week in the Revolutionary Council and we hope that it will be approved soon." 


The minister of labor said regarding the special profit of the workers, 

"In the past, one of the shah's principles had been the topic of the workers' 
sharing in the factories’ profits, which was more in the nature of a prop- 
aganda ploy and, in practice, it worked this way: Without the worker knowing 
anything about the factory's profits and accounts, they said, ‘You should 
receive 2 or 3 months as profit." With the studies that we saw regarding 
the codification of the Labor Law, under conditions where more than 80 per- 
cent of our industries have been damaged, raising the profit will not be 
something that will benefit the worker, and more than 80 percent of the 
workers cannot receive anything as profit. We said that, this year, tempo- 
rarily, they will receive a sum equal to the minimum sum of the previous 
year, and those factories that have larger production will pay the workers 

a larger share fee, but there are few such factories this year. We are 
engaged in a study for next year whereby we will make the workers partners 

in the ownership, interest, and profit of the factories so that the factory's 
profite will reach them. Of course, that amount that is the worker's share 
is not the workers’ share alone; it is also the share of society, the tools 
of production, etc. In the beginning, the workers protested this year's pay- 
ment, but, when we discussed the problem with them, they agreed." 
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The minister of labor announced, ‘The objective and goal of future programs, 
for the most part, will be to have individualg play a role in production 

work, not just sit behind a desk. Therefore, a plan is underway for govern- 
ment employees whereby volunteer employees will be used for production jobs. 
Of course, this will not be compulsory; rather, interested volunteers who 
have become weary of sitting behind a desk and are interested in production 
jobe can participate in this program and we, by creating the necessary oppor- 
tunity and paying their wages, will encourage volunteers to perform production 
jobs, including service, industrial, and agricultural jobs, as long as they 

do not move and their own jobs have not been sufficient." 


8514 
CSO: 4906 


32 








IRAN 


OIL REVENUES REACH 23 BILLION DOLLARS 
Tehran BAMDAD in Persian 15 Apr 80 p 10 


[Text] ‘Ali Akbar Mo'infar, Iranian Minister of Petroleum, denied a report 
in NESWEEK MAGAZINE which had written that Iranian oil exports had declined 
to 300,000 barrels a day. According to the ASSOCIATED PRESS, NEWSWEEK has 
written that Iran is faced with a shortage of money and that its oil exports, 
which during the deposed Shah's reign were six million barrels daily, have 
now reached 300,000 barrels daily. 


Mo'infar told PARS NEWS AGENCY: Iran's oil production and export are now 

in very good shape and our daily production is about three million barrels. 
This quantity of oil is produced from both sea and land operations. This 
oil is sold to 43 countries which have concluded contracts with the Ministry 
of Petroleum. 


The Minister of Petroleum said: Our oil revenue right now is $23 billion, 
and our foreign currency reserves are about $15 billion, the latter figure 
being 50 percent greater than it was during the past regime. 


Mo'infar furthermore added: In '58 [21 Mar 1979 to 20 Mar 1980] the total 
amount of crude oil produced was 1,268,713,071 barrels. Of this amount the 
equivalent of 1,103,756,871 barrels was produced from land operations and 
164,956,200 barrels from off-shore operations. Thus Iran's average daily 
crude oil production during 1358 was 3,466,429 barrels. On the average, 
daily refinery consumption (domestic use) was about 820,000 barrels and 
daily exports were 2.7 million barrels. 


Mo'infar said in conclusion: In 1359 [21 Mar 80 - 20 Mar 81] we are planning 
that daily production shall not exceed three million barrels. Considering 
the fact that the total daily consumption of our domestic refineries is about 
one million barrels now that the Esfahan refinery is in operation, during 
1259 we will have a maximum of two million barrels daily for export. 
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IRAN 


BRIEFS 


SECURITY GUARDS RELEASED NEAR QOTUR--According to the CENTRAL NEWS BUREAU, 
eix security guards of the Iran-Europe railway who had been taken hostage 

in the Qotur region and near the town of Khouy [as heard] were released yes- 
terday. The public relations office of the Urumiyeh Revolution Guards Crops, 
while making this announcement, said that the railway security guards, along 
with some other people, had been taken hostage by illegal armed groups in 
the Qotur region about 1 month ago. [Text] [LD021110 Tehran Domestic Ser- 
vice in Persian 0930 GMT 2 Jun 80) 


IRAQI 'MERCENARIES' ATTACK BORDER--According to PANA, Iraqi raiders using 
heavy armor attacked the border garrison village of Bahramabad in the 

[name indistinct] region this afternoon. Villagers and military personnel 
stationed at the garrison repulsed the raiders and returned the fire of the 
Iraqi mercenaries. The deputy in charge of political and social affairs for 
the Ilam governorate general expressed admiration for the vigilence of the 
personnel and the villagers of Bahramabad and said: The confrontation, 
which lasted more than 1 hour, did not result in any loss of life. [Text] 
[LD281802 Tehran Domestic Service in Persian 1630 GMT 28 May 80] 


MAJLIS WORK ON INTERNAL PROCEDURES--According to PARS, the ten branches of 
the Islamic Consultative Assembly today continued their work of examining 
the credentials of the people's representatives in the first Islamic Consul- 
tative Assembly. According to the report, the first session to set out in- 
ternal parliamentary procedures was held today. At 1100 today, the heads of 
the ten branches, meeting in a joint session with the Doyen of the Majlis, 
appraised the method by which the credentials were presented during Satur- 
day's open session. The public relations office of the Islamic Consultative 
Assembly of Iran announced that during today's session Dr Bahonar was ap- 
pointed chairman of the committee for setting out internal procedures, and 
Dr Dami, Mr Bayat and Mr (Afvekhoda'i) were appointed reporter and secre- 
taries of the committee. [Text] [LD031140 Tehran Domestic Service in Per- 
sian 0930 GMT 3 Jun 80] 
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ANVAZ~TEMRAN FLIGHTS--IranAir hae announced that it will have one flight 
from Ahvas to Tehran at 1600 daily. [GP0O11705 Ahvas Domestic Service in 
Pereian 1230 GMT 1 Jun 60) 


WEAPONS SEIZED--Four gune and some colt bullets have been confiscated from a 
house in Pasa. [Shiraz Domestic Service in Pereian 1400 GHT 31 May 80 GF) 


KHARK DISTRICT GOVERNOR APPOINTED--The governor of Bushehr has appointed 


Eng Mohammad Resa Karami district governor of Khark. (Shiraz Domestic Ser- 
vice in Pereian 1400 GMT 31 May 80 GF) 
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KAY 


NON=ARAB NATLONALITY LEGISLATION CAUSES HARDSHIP 
Paris LE MONDE in French 2 May 80 p 4 
[Article by J.-P. Peroncel<Hugoz: An Inhospitable Law] 


[Text] Baghdad--Iraq can take pride in being the country which, with respect 
to nationale from ‘brother countries" best practises the principles of Arab 
unity. Every Arab citizen may, at any time and no matter what the estate of 
his country's relations with Baghdad may be, enter Iraq without a visa, to 
settle there, temporarily or permanently, and to work there without a special 
permit. 


The Iraqis themselves sometimes send other Arabs living in their own countries-- 
Egyptians, Lebanese, Palestinians, etc.--because they can easily travel abroad 
and are not bound to register as members of the Baas party to ensure their 
success in life. As for non-Arab foreigners, they would consider themselves 
lucky to benefit from only some of the privileges attached to "Arab nationality" 
between the Tigris and Euphrates. 


Indeed, regulations issued recently by the Baghdad government limit to 5 years, 
with, in some cases, the option to extend for 3 more years, the maximum duration 
of a visit to Iraq by individuals who are handicapped because they are not 
Arabs. These decrees have, to a certain extent, a retroactive effect, since 
they take into account time already spent in the country by the persons con- 
cerned at the time when the laws become effective. They are also applicable 

to foreign husbands or wives of Iraqi nationals, including about 100 French 
women. These women have a choice between repatriation or Iraqi naturalization, 
which is scarcely tempting because it does not guarantee the priceless 
possession of freedom to come and go. 


There are even more moving stories: those of Moslem or Christian religious, 
especially French, who have devoted their entire lives to the poorest people 
of the former Mesopotamia, and for whom Iraq has become their second father- 
land. Nevertheless, they have received orders to leave within eight days. 
These are women like Mother Antonin, a French nun of the Presentation order. 
who is 90 years old, has been in Iraq for 56 years and intended to spend the 
remainder of her days there. 











Naturally, steps have been taken by the governmente of the nationale who are 
affected by the new decrees, and some temporary waivers have been agreed to 
by the Iraqi authorities, who aleo realise that they have no reason to re- 
proach the Buropean residents. In fact, thie law ie aimed at several thousand 
Iranians who are still living in the Shi'ite regions of the country, having 
escaped the wave of expulsions in 1974, 


A few years ago, the prohibition of private education, aimed at Iranian in- 
stitutions, at the same time, removed from Iraq a network of Christian echools, 
where the best education in the country had long been dispensed. Ie it 
necessary, in the case of foreign residents, to sacrifice to political im 
peratives the destiny of dozens of families and to deprive the population of 
the devoted services which they still need? Arabian hospitality, which hae 
justifications that the government right does not have, is showing the 

leaders in Baghdad the path to follow, seo that this awkward law can be 
humanized, ae far ae politica will allow. 
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LRAQ 


TRADE WITH EUROPE, JAPAN EXPANDED 
Parie LE MONDE in French 30 Apr 80 p 6 


[Article by Jean-Michel Quatrepoint: Iraq Has Taken the Place Occupied by 
Iran in Foreign Trade with Europe and Japan) 


[Text) O41, turnkey conetruction factories, Mirages and radar, nuclear 

power plants. Whether it is for petroleum supplies or industrial and military 
contracts, for two yeare Iraq has, to a certain extent, taken the place occupied 
by Iran in foreign trade with Europe, especially France, and Japan. 


Today, Iraq plays a major role in petroleum supplies for France, as for Europe 
and Japan. Throughout the years, purchases of crude oil have continued to 
progress, in parallel with the ascending power of Iraqi production. This 
production reached 3.5 million barrele/day (175 million tons per year) and 
could increase even more, to compensate for the drop in Iranian production. 
During the period from 1 March 1979 to 29 February 1980, France bought 24.9 
million tone of Iraqi crude oil, or 20.2% of the total of her petroleum imports. 
Removals of oil from the Mediterranean (crude oil is transported via pipe- 

line) are becoming increasingly larger, although removals from Iraqi ports 

on the Persian Gulf have diminished slightly. 


Iraq, which has become the second largest supplier of petroleum to France, 
after Saudi Arabia (34.5 percent), is also an important outlet for French 
civilian and military industry. 


In 1978, Iraq bought $540 million (2,257 billion francs) worth of civilian 
goods from France, which was her third largest supplier, after the Federal 
Republic of Germany ($800 million) and Japan ($1 billion). This ranking 

was maintained in 1979, when French civilian exports increased by nearly 

50 percent to reach 3.38 billion francs. That same year, industry amassed 
orders for 8 billion francs including the contract for the new Baghdad airport, 
which alone represents 3.7 billion francs. 


Since the beginning of 1980, several contracts of average size have been signed, 
in particular by the project development firm Technip (1 billion francs). 
French industrialists hope to obtain other markets during the next few months. 
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Several files will be brought up on 29 and 30 April in Parise during the 

meeting of the joint Franco-Iraqi commission, The Thomson group is negotiating 
to furnish a complex for production of electronic equipment (plants, training 
of personnel, exchange of technology). It is competing for this contract, which 
has 4 total value of 6 billion france, with the British firm Plesasey. 


Sales of Armaments 


Thies strong growth in French civilian sales is far from offsetting the in- 
crease in oi] prices alone. In 1979, through the simple act of purchasing 

5 million additional tons, the value of Iraqi importe increased by 50 percent, 
going from 9.47 to 14,27 billion francs. In other words, the deficit continues 
to rise. A similar phenomenon is occurring in the other western countries, 
especially Japan--the primary supplier, but aleo the primary client of 
Iraq--and Italy. Only the FRG has a more equitable balance, because she 

buys little "crude" from Iraq. 


Italy, and especially France, are making good a part of their apparent trade 
deficit by selling arms. For several years, Iraq has been carrying out an 
active policy of equipping her armed forces. Equipped several years ago with 
Soviet materiel (the USSR delivered $1.5 billion between 1973 and 1978), they 
are turning more ferquently toward the West. Orders to France for 1977 and 
1978 alone represented 8 billion frances. 


Iraq, which in 1977 had already ordered 36 "F-1" Mirages (deliveries started 
at the beginning of 1980), signed a new contract for 28 planes at the end of 
1979. Added to that are the purchase of SNIAS and Matra missiles and heavy 
helicopters, Not to mention air navigation systems and various other equip- 
ment. Negotiations are underway for furnishing several models of the Dassault 
plane, the Mirage 2000, and several dozen warships of all classes. France is 
competing with Italy for thie latter market, which alone would represent a 
total of 7 billion france. 


We cannot discuss relations between Iraq and France without mentioning 
nuclear power. For a long time, the Iraqi authorities have wanted a nuclear 
power station. In the beginning, they would have liked "graphite-gas." 
However, this technology, which originated in France, was abandoned ten 
years ago for the American Westinghouse "PWR" system. Framatome and France 
then proposed a 600 megawatt PWR central power station. But the situation 
dragged on, with Baghdad giving the impression that its choice had not been 
made. Recently, Iraq has shown some interest in a small Canadian "CANDU" 
heavy-water reactor, which, like the graphite-gas system, can more easily 
be used for military applications. 


Within the framework of the nuclear cooperative agreement signed between 

the two countries in 1975, Iraq has also ordered from France a 70 MW research 
reactor. Named Osirak, it uses uranium which is almost 90 percent enriched, 
and is therefore, directly utilizable for military purposes. Delivery of the 
Osirak reactor was delayed following an act of sabotage in April 1979 at 
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La Seyne (Var). Some people saw the hand of the leraeli secret service in 
thie etill unexplained act of sabotage. The reactor will etill be delivered 
at the end of the year, and France will at the same time furnish the firet 
charge for Osirak in the form of 93 percent enriched uranium. For replacement 
of the original fuel, Parie would like the Iraqi authorities to accept uranium 
which is only slightly enriched by means of a process perfected by the AEC. 
This subject should be discussed once again during the meeting of the joint 
commission. 


This rapid turn of events on the Iraqi nuclear horizon would be incomplete 
if we did not add the recenc purchase from Italy of a turnkey construction 
laboratory epecitalizing in handling highly radioactive materials, and the 
nuclear cooperative agreement concluded with Brazil, which has access to 
German technology. 


Of course, Iraq is a signer of the nuclear non-proliferation treaty, and Osirak 
will be placed under the control of the International atomic energy agency. 
However, the fact remains that from all indications, the Iraqi government 

is trying to provide iteelf with the types of civilian nuclear methods and 
technology which are most likely to be adaptable to atomic armament. In the 
face of lerael, of course, but aleo in the face of ite neighbor Iran with 

whom relations continue to deteriorate. 
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ISRAEL 


OPPOSITION TO EARLY ELECTIONS EXPRESSED 
Jerusalem HAMODI'A in Hebrew 23 Mar 80 p 2 
[Editorial: "“Electionse--Not Now") 


[Text] In the perversities characteristic of Israel, it is not strange 
that the end of the week becomes the opposite of its beginning. At the 
beginning of last week it had seemed that early elections were virtually 
a matter about which we would be apprised at any moment, but it appears 
that by the end of the week those who had been stirring that cauldron were 
hurriedly having second thoughts. The idea which bloomed rapidly appears 
to have dissipated just as rapidly. 


A first fact which contributed to the elimination of che topic from the 
agenda was the decision of the government this past Sunday to respond to 
the claims of the teachers and to approve their wage demands. This re- 
lieved some of the immediate pressure and quieted one of the larger storms. 
Circles in the Alignment who were took quick in rejoicing, discovered that 
they had been depending too much upon “fluid” partners who, at the last 
moment, caught themselves and saw that the “revolution” would severely 
affect then. 


Thue, we come to the second factor which brought about elimination of the 
possibility of early elections. That was a survey of public opinion which 
was publicized very conspicuously, and in which there were shocking data 
regarding the possibility of a victory for the Alignment and a defeat for 
the Likud. The survey “foretold” 62 seats for the Alignment. That would 
be a decisive majority, something like half of it for the Likud. The 
Alignment, which began to rejoice at this prospect, revealed that the thing 
was likely to boomerang. This dampened all of the enthusiasm of the coali- 
tion partners from offering a helping hand to such a process. 


The National Religious Party was appalled by the forecast. A majority for 
the Alignment means its lack of dependence upon allies. Clearly, it would 
first and foremost dispense with the partnership of the NRP. Feelings of 
past cooperation would not be operative here, particularly since the cur- 
rent coalition was a cause of the cessation of the well-known “historical 
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partnership.” Circles in the Likud, particularly members of the Liberal 
Party, who had been expressing themselves freely regarding early elections, 
aleo backed off from the notion. The forecast demonstrated in no uncer- 
tain terme the nature of this adventure, which was the equivalent of sui- 
cide. 


It would appear that even people in the Democratic Party, who did not wish 
to lag behind the “fashionable,” and even began to raise a voice about 
their party disaseociating itself from the government, were taken aback 

by the view that this was no time to deal with thie matter, inasmuch as 
the Prime Minister was about to make an important trip to the United 
States--a trip which should not be undermined by a weakening of the govern- 
ment. Even they arrived at the minimal realization that advancing elec- 
tions would only help to bring about their political demise more quickly, 
something in which they are assuredly not interested. 


The possibility of impending elections brought about a revival of the con- 
flict within the Labor Party. The chairman of that party, Mr Peres, demon- 
strated a fervor for early elections, be it because he aspired to the high 
office of head of state of because he wished to prevent any possibility of 
a confrontation on the candidacy for this position. Obviously, even his 
contenders in the party understood the issue, and now there are to be heard 
loud voices of dissent, voices that have muted somewhat with the passing 
of Yigal Allon. 


With all this, it is appropriate not to consider that the issue of early 
elections has been laid to rest. The severe problem is that of the govern- 
ment itself and of the coalition which have not succeeded in coming up to 
the royal road of proper functioning and of orderly loyal relations among 
the various partners. What the Alignment does not succeed in doing by 
aggressive and extreme oppos!sion, by agitation within the ranks of labor 
and in the economy, the 'ikud succeeds in accomplishing through internal 
strife. Therefore, even if the current wave has subsided it is apt to 
revive itself. 


Early elections are of no use. If they are held, it will only be because 
the current government continues on its tortuous road of gnawing at itself 
from within, and because of lack of unity. The overall problems with which 
the nation is struggling on the political front, and particularly on the 
economic front, are problems which will exist even if another government 
comes to power. Nor will a new government have redeeming solutions, be- 
cause it is impossible to propose both belt-tightening and prosperity, 
economic restraint and high wages, inflation curbs and high living stan- 
dards. By the same token, it will be impossible to find extraordinary 
solutions which will prevent the political erosion [of Jewish influence] 
in Europe and in America, for the demands upon which Egypt is insisting 


can be agreed to by no government. 


But whether there will be early elections or not, will not be determined 
by logic, but rather by party disintegration within the ruling circles. 
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Thus, there is no alternative for a movement euch as the Agudat lIerael than 
to base its calculations on the possibility that the coming elections will 
not be conducted as scheduled, but rather at an earlier date. Even though 
it ie of the opinion that advancing the date is unnecessary and undesirable, 
yet it must prepare iteelf for that possibility. 


Agudat Israel has garnered for iteelf significant and honorable accomplish- 
mente in the course of the current term of the Knesset. A number of neces- 
sary ordinances as well as a number of important issues were proposed and 
enacted, and it demonstrated that it keeps ite promises. Even if not all 
that was promised was accomplished, it achieved a high score in comparison 
with any other coalition party, and this despite the factionaliem and the 
frictions among the parties of the coalition. 


The Aguda electorate which follows the struggle of the movement must keep 
iteelf fully aware that by new elections a dangerous change of order may 
take place, not only with respect to matters which have not yet been set- 
tled, but also with respect to matters which have already been accomplished. 
In the course of the past week, when many of the leaders of the Alignment 
were parading with victory in their pockets, there were among them those 
who openly etated that with the return of the Alignment to power there will 
be a repeal, for example, of the amendment to the abortion law. The law 

of women's conscription will be restored to what it was previously, and 

a law of national service for religious women will be enacted. 


It ie worthwhile to consider these admonitions and to understand that to 
be content with past accomplishments may prove to be a stumbling block 
for us, because the present demands more than ever a stronger and larger 
Agudat Israel with more representation in the Knesset so that we may stand 
guard over the previous gains and act to bring other adjustments. This, 
of course, does not relieve the Agudat Israel from continuing to be vigi- 
lant even now, in the current Knesset, and to obligate the Likud to carry 
out other provisions in the coalitional agreement which have yet to be 
achieved. 
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ISRAEL 


YITZHAQ SHAMIR: ISRAEL ‘CANNOT EXIST' WITHIN 1967 BORDERS 
LD301413 Madrid EL PAIS in Spanish 28 May 80 p 2 


[Interview with Ieraeli Foreign Minister Yitzhaq Shamir by Ignacio Cembrero 
in Jerusalem: “Defense Minister Weisman's Resignation Will Not Alter Is- 
raeli Policy") 


[Excerpt] Jerusalem--QUESTION: Does Defense Minister Ezer Weizman's re- 
signation not threaten the Israeli Government's credibility in foreign pol- 
icy? With Weizman the cabinet gives the impression of being composed solely 
of hawks. And might not the defense minister's resignation cause the govern- 
ment to fall? 


ANSWER: In a democratic country such as ours you can never forecast what a 
government's exact lifespan will be. As for Ezer Weizman's exit from the 
cabinet, I can state that it will not alter our policy one iota. This is 
why I do not believe that it harms our image. Moshe Dayan also resigned 

in October and we forgot about him several months ago. Of course Weizman 
had good personal relations with Egyptian President al-Sadat and even with 
President Carter, but personal relations are not decisive in negotiations 
ae important as the ones we are conducting. 


European Attitude 


QUESTION: During the 6-day war in 1967 Europe was decidedly on Israel's 
side; during the Yom Kippur War it was somewhat more reserved; in 1980 it 
seems very receptive with respect to the Palestinian issue. How do you ex- 
plain this evolution? 


ANSWER: You should ask the Europeans this question. Our policy has not al- 
tered throughout these 13 years, at least as far as the principal issues 
are concerned. The situation has changed because the influenceof Arab oil 
and capital is increasing. Europe is becoming increasingly dependent--and 
not just from an economic or energy viewpoint. The Palestinian organiza- 
tions’ propaganda has also influenced public opinion on the old continent. 
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QUESTION: What precisely is the situation in the autonomy negotiations? Do 
you have any hopes--as the labor opposition does--that Jordan will join the 
talke? 


ANSWER: I believe that we can soon reach agreement on autonomy if we remain 
loyal to the spirit of Camp David. We have now covered much ground since 
the Egyptian-Israeli peace treaty was signed and have reached agreement on 
many pointe, ranging from the electoral system to be used in electing the 
future autonomous council to powers in the field of welfare, education, and 
so forth. Nevertheless, I do not believe, despite the Laborites' hopes, 
that Jordan is willing to join the negotiations. There is not the least 
sign of it. 


Presence in Judea and Samaria 


QUESTION: Several Palestinian mayors estate that the Jewish settlements on 
the West Bank and in Gaza are the main obstacle to peace and coexistence be- 
tween the Arab and Jewish communities. Both the United States and Egypt 
have asked for a shelving of the creation of any further settlements during 
the negotiations, but the Israeli authorities have refused the request. Do 
you not believe that they are making the negotiators’ work much more diffi- 
cult? 


QUESTION: I do not believe that this policy complicates the negotiations' 
development, although both Washington and Cairo differ with this view. I 
believe the issue has been exaggerated and distorted, because there are only 
a few hundred people in the settlements and their presence will not alter 
the area's population situation at all. We have always reiterated that 
there must be a Jewish presence--even if merely symbolic--in Judea and 
Samaria (the West Bank) and Gaza. The Israeli presence is essential for 
Israel's security and the Arabs must accept it and I believe they will 
eventually accept it. 


QUESTION: The same argument based on Israel's security is cited by the 
Israeli authorities in rejecting the creation of a Palestinian state. But 
do the Palestinians in the occupied territories seem willing to give the 
Israelis guarantees regarding security, for instance by abandoning the 
creation of Palestinian armed forces? 


ANSWER: I would like to make it clear that Israel cannot exist within its 
1967 borders. You only have to look at a map to realize that the country's 
10-20 km width makes it an indefensible territory. In 1967 we were forced 
to unleash a preventive war to prevent the Arabs from driving us into the 
sea. Furthermore, I do not believe that a Palestinian state on territory 
whose area totals less than 6,000 square km is viable. In any case it would 
not even make it possible to resolve the problem of the Palestinian refu- 
gees in Lebanon and Syria. 
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In fact the Palestinian state would be more of a terrorist base from which 
armed actions against Israel would be carried out. And if such a base 
existed, it would be more difficult for us to eradicate the terrorism, 

which would try to destroy the state of Israel, because thie is still the 
objective assigned to the Palestinians by the PLO charter. The Palestinian 
organizations etill assert that the establishment of a Palestinian state on 
the territories is merely a stage in the destruction of our state. 


QUESTION: As a fighter in the Leji guerrilla group you advocated violence 
as a form of struggle agains the British invader and it is to be supposed 
that the repression carried out by Britain during the mandate period served 
only to strengthen your resolve to struggle against the occupier. Do you 
not believe that we are witnessing something similar between the occupied 
Arabe and occupying Israelis on the West Bank and in Gaza? 


ANSWER: The two situations cannot be compared. The British were foreign 
occupies who could return to their island. We are not a foreign people in 
the country and not colonizers, and if we were driven out we would have 
nowhere to go. The Egyptians have acknowledged this. A recent editorial in 
the Cairo paper AL~AHRAM poiated out that this is a conflict between two 
nationaliems struggling for the same couniry. And the majority of this 
country--75 percent, to be exact--has already been granted to the Arabs, be- 
cause three-fourths of Palestine is in Jordan. And since the Israelis 

and Arabs are condemned to coexist in this part of the world it would be 
best to agree to make Jordan the Palestinian state. 


Relations With Spain 


QUESTION: Why do you believe Spain does not yet have diplomatic relations 
with Israel? 


ANSWER: There is no serious reason that would explain it. I do not under- 
stand how it can be justified. I do not believe that Spanish policy in this 
connection should be any different from the policy of the principal Euro- 
pean countries. But Medrid undoubtedly fears violent Arab reprisals. 
Although for the time being I do not see what advantage it draws from not 
having relations with us. 
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ISRAEL 





SHAMIR INTERVIEWED BY CHIEF EDITOR OF BRUSSELS DAILY 
LD021559 Brussels LE SOIR in French 30 May 80 pp 1, 3 


[Interview with Israeli Foreign Minister Yitzhaq Shamir by Yvon Toussaint 
in Jerusalem, 28 May: "Europe Is Supporting the Adversaries of Peace"; 
firet two paragraphs are editorial introduction] 


[Text] Jerusalem, 28 May--After General Weizman's 
resignation the Israeli prime minister intends to 
appoint the present Foreign Minister Yitzhaq Shamir 

as defense minister. The official announcement should 
be made shortly, unless the political crisis now shak- 
ing the majority were to continue and lead to the 
government 's fall, which is not entirely out of the 


question. 


Mr Shamir, former Knesset speaker and General Dayan's 
successor as head of Israeli diplomacy, answered the 
questions put by our chief editor who is now in Israel 
and explained some aspects of his country's policy, 
particularly its attitude toward Europe's role in the 
search for a settlement of the Israeli-Arab conflict. 


[Question] It seems that Europe proposes to take another initiative re- 
garding Middle East problems at the next summit in Venice. What is your 


feeling about this step? 


[Answer] I really do not see what contribution Europe can make to the Mid- 
dle East peace process. We are involved in negotiations with Egypt and 

the United States. We have already concluded a peace treaty. It is true 
that we are now experiencing a kind of period of stagnation. However, I 

am convinced that the process will be resumed. Any initiative from whatever 
quarter which did not take the current negotiations into account would 

deal a fatal blow to the only approach which can lead to peace. 


I fully understand Europe's interest in peace in our region. However, to 
attain this peace Europe should encourage the efforts of moderate elements 
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and not side with the extremists who want to sabotage the Camp David agree- 
ments. By encouraging the PLO and all the countries which oppose Camp David, 
Europe is supporting those who are working against peace. 


[Question] Are you casting doubt on Europe's attachment to Ierael's exist- 
ence and security? 


[Answer] Europe says it is attached to our existence and our security. It 
even stresses this point.... However, its present action will eventually 
jeopardize my country's existence and security. Europe's action contradicts 
its words. The PLO's raison d'etre is Israel's destruction. It is impos- 
sible to be Israel's friend and support the PLO. 


[Question] If Europe feels it must intervene it is perhaps because it feels 
thereis now more than just a period of stagnation in the process begun. What 
does Israel propose to do to overcome this deadlock? 


[Answer] First, I would like to say that Europe's "initiatives" started well 
before what I call the present period of stagnation. Those who support this 
type of initiative were opposed to the Camp David agreements from the start. 
Second, it is not Israel which is holding up the current negotiations. We 
have our positions and they are well known. They were known at Camp David. 
The treaty was signed by all parties in full awareness of my country's posi- 
tions. These positions have not altered. What must be done to revive the 
peace process? Continue. Keep on continuing.... It is the only possible 
way. 


[Question] Therefore whatever Europe might do.... 


[Answer] I do not know what it could do or propose. It is said that Europe 
is contemplating canceling or replacing resolution 242. If that is true it 
will be a very dangerous step for peace. This resolution was accepted not 
only by Israel but by all its neighbors. It is the basis of the Camp David 
agreements. Canceling this resolution could destroy the whoie edifice. 


[Question] You say "I do not know what Europe intends to do." Does that 
mean that there is no contact between Europe and you? 


[Answer] That is the case. It strikes me as grave that Europe might dream 
up solutions for our region when it has not consulted us or asked our opin- 
ion. 


[Question] One aspect of your policy which seems provocative in Europe is 
the establishment of settlements on the West Bank. How do you justify this 


policy? 


[Answer] We have always said that there will be an Israeli civilian and 
military presence in this zone. The aim of autonomy for this region is not 
to give a state to a Palestinian people which does not have one. The 
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Palestinian Arabs already have a state. Jordan is a Palestinian atate by 
ite territory (80 percent of the original Palestine), by ite population 

the majority of which is Palestinian, by ite culture, ite religion and so 
forth.... The autonomy proposal is only aimed at providing a solution to 
the probleme of the Arab population of thie region who do not want to live 
under Ieraeli control. Autonomy should therefore give these people the 
opportunity to run their lives while accepting the Ieraeli presence. That 
ie for a S~year transitional period. After that we will meet again and work 
together to find a more stable solution which is satisfactory for all par- 
ties concerned. 


[Question] However, thie policy is not only disputed outeide lerael. It ie 
aleo disputed inside Israel.... 


[Anewer] As far ae the domestic ecene is concerned it can be said that there 
ie a consensus among all the major parties on the fact that an Israeli pres- 
ence is vital in this region. Some 90 percent of the Knesset members are 
opposed to a return to the pre-June 1967 truce lines. There is certainly 

a debate on the methods and locations of euch settlement. However, there is 
no debate on the principle. Unfortunately the outside world does not under- 
stand tnat Ierael cannot live within the pre-1967 lines, which cannot be 
defended. 


Similarly an equally big majority is opposed to the establishment of a Pales- 
tinian estate in the country. That is because we are convinced that such a 
state would be a base for attack on Israel--a permanent source of conflict. 
Finally, I would like to add that there is also a similar consensus on 
Jerusalen.... 


[Question] Nonetheless the disturbances on the West Bank are becoming 
increasingly worrying for you. Does that mean that you are having trouble 
in gontroliing those territories? 


[Anewer) We regret those disturbances. We regret the loss of human life. 
However, our experience over the years has taught us that we can experience 
short periods of disturbances, riots and so forth...followed by long periods 
of detente and coexistence. After an agreement on the autonomy of these 
regions, I hope that we will again find calm and the path to cooperation 
for the good of all populations in the region. 


[Question] You have given the impression of being bitter and feeling very 
along. fe * 


[Anewer) We are used to that. 


[Question] Is this the last interview to be given by Foreign Minister 
Hitzhaq Shamir or the first to be given by Defense Minister Yitzhaq Shamir? 


[Answer] The two spheres overlap somewhat in our councry. As you know there 
is only one committee for foreign affairs and defense in the Knesset. There- 
fore.... 
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ISRAEL 


GOVERNMENT'S HEBRON DECISION DISCUSSED 
Jerusalem HAMODI'A in Hebrew 24 Mar 80 p 2 
{[Editorial: "An Anewer in Hebron") 


[Text] Prime Minister Begin disregarded the advice of Minister of Educa- 
tion and Culture Hammer to postpone discussion of Jewish settlement in 
Old Hebron until after his return from the Washington summit. It cannot 
be assumed that Begin was not aware that the decision which was taken 

at the government meeting yesterday adde yet another stumbling block in 
the way of the discussions he is to have with presidente Carter and Sadat. 
If he exerted the full force of his political power in the decision, al- 
most in defiance of the advice of two ministers, it is a sign that the 
aim wae a response to the diplomatic offensive which has commenced in re- 
cent days. 


The decision of the government to build a Talmudic academy and a field 
school nearby in Hebron, seems to be a compromise between the demand of 
the people of Kiryat Arba to settle Jews in Hebron and the opposition to 
this idea. But in actuality it is highly doubtful whether this will serve 
to dull the keenness of the opposition. As far as those opposed to set- 
tling Jews in Hebron are concerned, it is doubtful that they will perceive 
the subtle distinction. The negative reaction heard following the first 
resolution on this issue several weeks ago will continue unabated, even 
after the attempt to soften this resolution through limitation of the 
settlement to institutions of a religious and educational character only. 
The government's hesitancy to come up with a resolution with respect to 
the principle of rights of Jews to settle anywhere in Hebron is likely to 
be misinterpreted as a demonstration of weakness. 


This evaluation is not propounded to strengthen the hand of the government 
on this issue. It would have been better if the Prime Minister had not 
insisted on an immediate decision on this complex and convoluted issue. 

He could have contented himself with a resolution of the principle, and 
postponed the decision to a later date, possibly after his visit to the 
United States to revive the stalemated negotiations on autonomy. But it 
would appear to be Mr Begin's view that, particularly in view of this 
summit, he must demonstrate that he upholds the principle which he out- 
lined on the issue of autonomy, and that neither this nor other settlements 
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will determine the fate of these negotiations. Neither this nor another 
act will (change the position) of the United States or of the countries 
of Europe toward the question of self-determination for the Palestinians, 
an ieeue on which all are united against lerael, and no Leraeli gesture 
ie likely to change thie position. If we attempt to fathom the intent of 
Mr Begin on this tesue, it ie possible that he ie now seeking to correct 
the political error which brought him euch widespread criticism, when he 
put forward the proposal to grant self-rule to residents of the Weet Bank 
of the Jordan and of the Gaza Strip. The criticiem was on the hasty relin- 
quishment of the Sinai and ite resources to Egypt, a relinquishment which 
stemmed from the assumption that if Egypt were to get what it wanted, she 
would leave the Palestinian problem in limbo. 


Thus, it ie not possible to fault Mr Begin with extremiem because of ag- 
gressive resolutions. Yet this resolution does not take into account a 
new reality which has been created in the region as a result of the sign- 
ing of the peace agreement exactly 1 year ago, a reality which took away 
from Ilerael one of the basic arguments it had that the Arabs are really 
not seeking peace and that there is no one to whom concessions can be made. 
The peace agreement and the normalization which is ongoing as a result of 
it, despite the reservations and the degree of caution being demonstrated 
in Egypt, have placed Ierael in a difficult dilemma. They have brought 
about a confrontation between the principles which in effect all Ieraeli 
governments had laid down on the issue of the future of the territories, 
and the Arab demands for complete withdrawal, a demand that is very firmly 
supported by the strain on the friendship of Ierael with the United States. 


The negotiations between Israel and Egypt are approaching the moment of 
truth. It will no longer be possible to shy away from concrete decisions 
one way or another. But it is doubtful whether establishment of facts of 
thie nature, something on which the government decided yesterday, will 
change the balance of political forces. It is possible that it has speeded 
up the confrontation in all of ite sharpness and ite results are apt to 
be more severe. But we have repeatedly learned that there is no point in 
procrastination. Israel still has a wide area for political maneuvering 
and for postponing the confrontation. Was there an unavoidable necessity 
to sharpen the confrontation prematurely? The fact that the resolution 
was passed with a very narrow majority of votes leaves room for second 
thoughts, but it is not possible to eradicate the negative impression of 
the step that was taken yesterday. 


However, reserving opinion regarding the timing of the resolution and its 
political implication does not relieve us from the responsibility of stat- 
ing a few things resulting from the stormy reactions that were expressed 
in various quarters last night. While they pull chestnuts out of the fire 
both for the Egyptians and the Americans, and regardless of what they say 
in condemnation of this decision, it does not seem to be so acute or so 
unacceptable. The desire to gore the government and to demean it stands 
above every other principle. In the final analysis, the resolution which 
was adopted yesterday takes into account public opinion. The government 
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did not decide to establish a Jewish community within Hebron. One should 
aleo note the weak aide of thie decision. A Talmudic academy and a field 
achool need not necessarily be interpreted as a Jewieh settlement. In- 
volved here are structures which are Jewish property. Jews were forced 

to abandon them for fear of pogroms. Those who preceded the Arabs with 
their proteste are not serving the cause of peace. They are merely fanning 
the flames of Arab hatred which ie receiving encouragement, if any more 
were needed. It ie natural that Arab demands will go even further, but 
they will certainly not demonstrate gratitude to those Jewish circles. 


8090 
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ISRAEL 


ENFORCEMENT OF SABBATH REGULATIONS URGED 
Jerusalem HAMODI'A in Hebrew 24 Mar 80 p 2 
[Editorial: “Plugging the Loopholes") 


[Text] Several hundred religious Jews in Tel Aviv succeeded through a 
single protest to prevent additional desecration of the Sabbath by a movie 
house. This is to the credit of the religious Jews for the sanctity of 
the Sabbath, both for the past and for the future. When all public ef- 
forts have been exhausted, there need be no hesitancy in giving public 
expression for opposition to the aim of secularizing the Sabbath. 


To our regret, the breach in metropolitan Tel Aviv has been steadily in- 
creasing. Eleven movie houses operate openly, admission tickets are sold, 
and the Sabbath is violated publicly. This causes heartache. It destroys 
what still remains of the Jewish image of this great city. We are not 
presently investigating how this took place, how authorization was given 
to the destroyer to work full force on the Sabbath as well, particularly 
when the deed violates the supplementary municipal law. 


In Israel there is a concept which is called the "status quo." But there 
are those who are creating a new status quo, expanding the breaches in 

the wall of sanctity of the Sabbath. They are able to function when the 
public passes over this in silence and these secularists assume that the 
reins have been loosened. The demonstration last Saturday night in Tel 
Aviv, proved that patience had been strained to its limit. The municipality 
can no longer remain apathetic to the moral implication of this breach. 
Anyone demanding from the citizen to observe the law, cannot choose for him- 
self the law which is convenient for him. Mayor Lahat, irrespective of his 
personal opinions, may not intentionally disregard enforcement of a munic- 
ipal supplementary law which forbids the opening of businesses and perfor- 
mances on the Sabbath. 


The Sabbath-observant public must exhibit more awareness to plug gaps and 
not to permit the destroyers of the Sabbath to widen the loopholes. This 
does not relieve us of the responsibility for struggling as well against 
violations which affect forbidden Sabbath acts in society. But we must 
oppose any expansion. 
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Whoever attempts to argue in the name of “culture” to justify the operation 
of movie houses, must coneider the moral implication of this activity, or, 
more accurately, the anti-moral implication. The movies and theater have 
become a destructive tool against social fundamentals. They encourage 
violence, abdication of responsibility and abandonment of restraints in 
society. If it is not possible to do away with them on the other days of 
the week, we must make every attempt to ban them when, in addition to 
everything elee, they destroy the remnant of the sanctity of the Sabbath. 


8090 
CSO: 4805 








TERRITORIES’ ECONOMY DEPENDENT ON ISRAEL 
TAO21207 Jerusalem JERUSALEM POST in English 2 Jun 80 p 2 
[Article by Shlomo Ma'oz, POST economic reporter] 


[Text] The economy of the administered territories is dependent on Israel, 
and has no developmental momentum of its own, a Bank of Israel study has 
found. 


This although the territories have enjoyed considerable economic growth in 
the last few years, even when Israel's economy saw no growth. The study, 
by Central Bank's Refa'el Meron, covered the years 1977-78, when the GNP 
of the territories grew by 5-6 percent a year, after a rate of 7 percent a 
year in the 2 years preceding the study. 


But growth was not uniform in all the territories: for Judaea and Samaria 
the rate was 7 percent a year for the period covered, while in the Gaza 
Dietrict and northern Sinai it was only 4 percent. 


Residents of Judaea and Samaria have the advantage of being able to choose 
thier work in Israel, Jordan, the Gulf states or at home. But Gaza resi- 
dents, moet of whom are classified as refugees, are more dependent on find- 
ing jobe in Israel. They have a toughter time crossing borders, and they 
have less opportunity for employment at home. 


During the period studied, local authorities, particularly in Hebron, 
Nabulus and the city of Gaza, mobilized much greater investments in munici- 
pal infrastructure--many by Arab countries. In Judaea and Samaria these 
investments grew by 250 percent in 1976, and exceeded investments of the 
military government. 


Since 1976, there has also been a marked increase in investments originat- 
ing in the U.S., and transferred through non-profit organizations. 


This year, these investments amounted to about a quarter of the money the 
Israeli Government invested in the territories. The U.S. funds go not only 
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into the usual health, educationandwelfare projects, but also into such 
projecte as water resource development, and regional agriculture. 


Judaea and Samaria saw healthy olive harveste in 1977-78. In one year alone, 
the yield quintupled, Gaga, on the other hand, saw a drop of 6 percent, 
then 20 percent, in ite citrus harvest, a very important source of income. 


The West Bank aleo had an increase of 24 percent in exports to Israel. Gaza 
residents, meanwhile, continued to have trouble setting up local industry, 


for lack of local capital. They face stiff competition with more developed 
Israeli industry for the leraeli market. 
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ISRAEL 


BRIEFS 


GOVERNMENT SHOULD RESIGN--Tel-Aviv--Over half the population think the gov- 
ernment should resign and even more favor early elections, according to 

the latest JERUSALEM <1 poll conducted by the Modi'in Ezrahi Applied Re- 
search Centre among resentative sample of 1,302 adults. The poll was 
held earlier thie mon: When asked whether the government should step down 
right away or stay on, 51.5 percent wanted it out, 40.9 percent wanted it to 
hold on, 1.6 percent could not make up their minds. Fewer were undecided-- 
3.4 percent--when it came to holding early elections, with 55.1 percent for 
and 41.5 percent against. If elections were held now, an independent Rafi 
slate led by Finance Minister Yiga'el Hurvitz would win 7.2 percent of the 
votes, or nine Knesset seats. But if such a list were headed by Moshe 
Dayan, it would get 10.6 percent of 13 seats, the poll shows. Those inter- 
viewed were asked how they would vote if the Likud broke up before the elec- 
tions and Hurvitz lead an independent Rafi list on a platform of strong 
economic measures and the retention of the administered territories for 
security purposes. The results were Rafi, 7.2 percent; Likud (minus Rafi) 
12.7 percent; Labor 33 percent; National Religious Party 5.1 percent; Aguda 
Bloc 1.3; Shai 0.9; Democrats 0.2; Tehiya 1.3; Independent Liberal Party 
0.2; other 1.3; floating vote 36.8 percent (can't decide, 26.3; won't vote 
7.1; won't say, 3.4). [By Mark Segal] [Excerpts] [TA270857 Jerusalem 
JERUSALEM POST in English 27 May 80 p 3) 


NEGEV AIRFIELD CONTRACTS RECONSIDERATION--The secretary general of the 
Histadrut, Yeruham Meshel, has called on the Knesset Foreign Affairs and 
Security Committee to reconsider the agreements with U.S. construction com- 
panies for the building of the Negev airfields. The agreements bar Israelis 
from working on the project, but Meshel says that the Israeli building sec- 
tor is facing a severe employment crisis. Among those most hard hit are 
operators of heavy earth-moving equipment. About half the operators of such 
equipment have no work. Meanwhile, the operators themselves intend to take 
to the roads today to protest the situation, and this is expected to cause 
traffic pile-ups on some of Israel's major traffic arteries. [Text] [TA020746 
Jerusalem Domestic Service in English 0500 GMT 2 Jun 80] 
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POLITICAL ACTIVITY FORBIDDEN--The military government has forbidden Weat Bank 
women's groupe political activity. This follows an incident a few days ago 
involving a women's group in Nabulus and officials of the military administ- 
ration. The groups have been informed they may not hold political gatherings 
or ieeue political statements. Their movements among the cities on the 

West Bank have aleo been limited. As a result of the incident in Nabulus 
several women will be brought to trial. They include the wife of Mayor 
Bassam Al-Shak'ah and the wife of former Major al-Masri. [Text] [TA010714 
Jerusalem Domestic Service in English 0500 GMT 1 Jun 80) 
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LEBANON 


LAHUD: SOLUTION OF SOUTHERN ISSUE WILL SERVE NATIONAL ACCORD, DEFENSE 
Beirut AL-NIDA' in Arabic 10 Apr 80 p 3 


[Article: “Lahud Draws Up a Study and Proposes Solutions for the Southern 
Crisis; Implementation of the Defense Policy and Realization of Accord") 


{Text} In a study which he has prepared, Deputy Col Fu'ud Lahud has called 
for dealing with the Southern issue from the standpoint of applying the 
defense law and especially issuing the army reorganization decree, and then 
acting to wipe out traitor Sa'd Haddad's petty state. 


The introduction to the study issued yesterday by Col Lahud said, "The 
government has issued the basic principles for the accord and the broad 
outline for the defense policy, and I have supported it just like most 
of the Lebanese have. 


"I feel that these principles for accord and basic defense steps can be 
achieved and implemented by dealing with the situation in the south, 
especially since this situation must be dealt with rapidly and effectively. 


"All thee matters--determining Lebanon's entity; the Lebanese-Lebanese 
aggrement and therefore the Lebanese-Palestinian agreement; dealing with 
the issue of the border strip; the confrontation with Israel; Lebanon's 
unity and the prevention of annexation and partition; implementation of 
the defense policy--all can be achieved through dealing with the situation 
in the south.” 


The study went on to the text of Resolution No. 425 of the international 
Security Council, and explained the need to equip the international emergency 
forces with heavy weaponry. It also stressed the effective role which the 
Lebanese army must play in expanding control over the entire south. 


Lahud added, “But what has happened is that the international emergency 
forces have not operated as amalgamated, effective units; on the contrary, 
they have been broken up among 206 posts in the south. The Lebanese army 
did not participate effectively when a battalion was dispatched to Kawkaba, 
and it failed in its duty. Similarly, a second battalion was sent to the 
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west-central part of the south, where it was also dispersed among the emergency 
force posts mentioned above. 


"All of this led to renewing the emergency forces’ assignment a second, 
third and fourth time without making possible the expansion of Lebanese 
sovereignty over the entire south. 


"In the December 1979 report of Secretary General Dr Waldheim, which evaluated 
the emergency forces on the occasion of a request to renew their assignment 
for an additional 6 months ending on 19 June 1980, it said in so many words, 
"In spite of the continuing efforts on all levels at United Nations head- 
quarters and in the field, the United Nations Provisional forces in Lebanon 
have reached the end of their fourth assignment without having achieved 
sufficient progress in following up the implementation of Security Council 
Resolution No. 425.'" 


The study also cited the same report: "'One basic element of the problem 
is the obstinancy of the de facto forces, in addition to their refusal to 
cooperate with the international forces. Their violations of the inter- 

national forces’ zone have continued and have even intensified.' 


"The report also says, ‘In spite of all the difficulties which the inter- 
national forces continue to face, any plan to withdraw or reduce these 
forces would be, in my opinion, very dangerous, because it might easily 
lead to a resumption of the fighting, not just in the international forces’ 
zone of operations but elsewhere.'" 


Proposals 


The study devoted a section to proposals concerning the southern situation, 
which included the following. 


"In light of everything mentioned above, I feel that a comprehensive plan 
must be drawn up to effectively bring the international emergency forces 
and the Lebanese army into the south; if not, the situation will become 
seriously aggravated. 


"Inasmuch as the government, through the meeting of the parliamentary com- 
mittees, has been unable to take such a step, I propose the following: 


"1. <A practical decree must be issued to organize the army leadership in 
a real sense, to remove the army from all doubt and criticism, so that it 
can be utilized in the eouth with the approval of all parties. 


"2. Joint forces should be formed from the Lebanese army and the inter- 
national forces, equivalent to four full brigades, to be led by a commander 
from the international emergency forces. These brigades should number 
15,000 soldiers. Inasmuch as there are 6,000 combatants in the inter- 
national emergency forces, the Lebanese army must provide 9,000 soldiers 

to make up the four brigades. 
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"3, When these forces become completely assembled and equipped (I personally 
quarantee that the Lebanese army will provide whatever materiel is lacking 
within a few weeks), the joint forces must fall back to the north of the 
Litani River so as to deprive the de facto forces, and Israel behind them, 

of any excuse for being in Lebanon. 


"4, When the joint forces' fall-back is complete, the Lebanese-international 
forces shall consider the Litani River a line drawn by their commander in 
coordination with the Lebanese army command, 


"I am will ing to give my ideas in this respect, but I cannot do so here, 
in order to protect the secrecy of the operations from being disclosed at 
pres: 


"5  .en the Lebanese-inernational forces reach the area of the de facto 
fo » they should be warned to not oppose them, and they should follow 
the astructions of the Lebanese state issued through the Supreme Defense 
Council. 


"The de facto forces will have to comply with this if they want to be con- 
sistent, for Sa'd Haddad has stated many times that his concern is to 
protect the area he is occupying and its inhabitants. This concern of 
his will have ended with the arrival of the Lebanese-international forces 
in this area. 


"6. If Haddad does not comply, the Lebanese-international forces shall 
advance and occupy the border strip up to the Lebanese-Israeli borders. 


"7, Im case Israel intervenes, this will have violated the resolutions of 
the Security Council, and will constitute an attack on the international- 
Lebanese forces. In this case, the Security Council must take the approp- 
riate steps. 


"The implementation of the above plan will have the following effect: 
"1. implementing the defense policy; 


"2. achieving the principles of national accord and making all groups 
aware of their responsibilities; 


"3. welding the Lebanese army together in one melting pot by a baptism 
of blood, with no complaints or criticism coming from the south, thereby 
restoring its prestige and dignity and consequently the state's authority 
and standing; 


"4. confirming to Arab and international public opinion that Lebanon is 
determined to regain its sovereignty and unity, with everyone standing 
alongside it in that; and 


"5. throwing the ball into the international Security Council's court, and 
consequently making the United Nations aware of its responsibilities." 
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Lahud ended his study by saying, "If this step or a similar one is not taken, 
and we remain irresolute, confused and feeble, we will not see anyone standing 
alongside us. We will have given ourselves up to death, in the words of 
Parliamentary President Kamil al-As'ad in his statement after the Tuesday 
meeting of the parliamentary committees." 
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LEBANON 


SHLITE LEADER DISCUSSES IMAM AL-SADR, SOUTH LEBANON, IRAN'S REVOLUTION 
Beirut AL-SAFIR in Arabic 11 Apr 80 p 4 


[Article: "Shame al-Din Demande That the Truth Be Revealed About Imam 
al-Sadr's Fate, and Criticises the International, Arab and Lebanese Stands 
on the South") 


[Text] Vice President of the Supreme Shiite Islamic Council Shaykh Muhammad 
Mahdi Shams al-Din denounced the American attack on Iran and said, of news 

of the arrest of Imam Muhammad Baqir al-Sadir in Iraq, that in case it is 
confirmed, it constitutes a elander and attack on all the Moslems in Lebanon. 


Shams al-Din requested the Libyan authorities to reveal the truth surrounding 
the fate of Imam Musa al-Sadr and his companions, and also criticized the 
official stand on the south. He asked the United Nations and the superpowers 
to work to remove Israeli occupation and its symbols from the border region. 


Shams al-Din held a press conference yesterday morning at al-Zahra'-Khaldah 
City. He began by reading a statement about the issue of Imam Musa al-Sadr 
and his companions, Shaykh Muhammad Ya'qub and ‘Abbas Badr-al-Din. He said, 
"The crime which has been committed against him challenges the feelings of 
Moslems, scorns their sacred things and the morals of Islam and the Koran, 
slanders the principles of the Arab Steadfastness Front, and desecrates the 
most sacred human rights and moral values." 


He added, "Unfortunately, today, more than 19 months after this long-lasting 
crime, we can only announce the bitter frustration of hopes, because the 
aggressor has not been deterred, and as a result our appeal has not been 
answered. In fact, we are facing new attempts at decption, the iniquity and 
falseness of which we want to expose at this press conference." 


He said, “The Italian judicial investigation ended with a decision made in 
June 1975 to discontinue the case because no crime had been committed on 
Italian soil against Imam al-Sadr and his companions, on the basis of careful, 
extensive investigations and the testimony of the crew of the plane which 
Libya said they had left on, some passengers on the plane, the entry and 
customs control employees at Rome's Fiumicino Airport, and employees of the 
Rome Holiday Inn where the suitcases were found. In May 1979, the Italian 
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government informed the Lebanese government, the Iranian Ialamic Republic 
government, and the Shiite Council in writing, through ita ambassadors in 
Beirut and Teheran, that Imam al-Sadr and his companions had not entered 
Italy and had not passed through it in traneit. After all this, there 

was 4 new deception attempt, represented by the request presented by the 
Libyan embassy in Rome in mid-February 1980 to the Italian public prose~ 
cutor to reopen the investigation of the case on the basis of a fabricated 
investigation which Libya claimed to have begun in November 1979," 


Shaykh Shams al-Din went on, "This investigation constitutes evidence of the 
Libyan authorities’ responsibility in the case of Imam al-Sadr and his 
companions, and revels that no investigation of the case was conducted 
during thie entire time, contrary to official promises." 


He denied that there had been any connection of any type at any time between 
imam al-Sadr and the Libyan authorities, whose viewpoints and stands on the 
Lebanese crisis and the ordeal of the south were, in addition, completely 
antithetical. 


After that, he referred to the "propaganda campaign accompanying the request 
to reopen the investigation, as expressed in news about new evidence in 

the case. A number of methods of dissemination were used, for this news 
appeared in some Italian papers and in some news agency reports which the 
Lebanese press quoted in their issues of 17 February 1980." 


Shams al-Din explained, "There is no use in continuing the attempts at 
deception,” and said that "the purpose behind the request to reopen the 
investigation was to approach the Islamic revolution in [ran and establish 
relations with it." 


He praised "the stand of the Italian government in May 1979, and the im- 
partiality of the Italian judicial system as manifested in the announcement 
made by Rome's public prosecutor on 19 May 1979, and the professionalism 
of the Italian press, which helped to reveal the facts." 


He went on to request the Libyan authorities "to reveal the truth surrounding 
the fate of Imam al-Sadr and his companions." 


Then he distributed to the journalists documents pertaining to the case, 
including “the announcement of the Roman public prosecutor, the letter from 
the Italian ambassador in Beirut to the Supreme Shiite Islamic Council, the 
letter from the Italian ambassador in Teheran to the Iranian Foreign Ministry, 
the testimony of the employees of the Rome Holiday Inn, the true signature 

of Shaykh Ya'qub, and the signature forged by someone impersonating Imam 
al-Sadr on the card filled out in his name at the hotel." 


Israeli Hostilities 
After that, Shams al-Din said, "There are some extremely serious issues in 


the area now, and I must take the opportunity of this gathering of men of 
information and truth, and by brother ulema and the delegates of ulema from 
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all over Lebanon who were unable to attend, to talk about these taaues 
aurrounding our Lebanese and Ielamic situation." 


He added, “As for our situation in Lebanon, thie week the situation in the 
south has come to the fore again, and has become increasingly explosive, as 
has the seriousness and oppressiveness of the barefaced leraeli occupation 
which ie etill present through the masked leraeli agents in the border 
etrip area, But lerael has uncovered ite face and has forcibly penetrated 
deep into the southern regions, and we must call that unveiled occupation." 


He said, “In thie context, the only thing we can do is go back to the inter- 
national community and the Lebanese state and people. Aas for the international 
community and the United Nations, which has waged its honor, credibility 

and effectiveness on the Lebanese issue and the issue of the south, which 
lerael is now denuding by ite bestial hostile measures, they are exposing 
their weakness, silence or connivance with respect to what is going on in 

the south. 


"We in this council are directing an appeal and a demand to the United Nations, 
and to the superpowers which bear exceptional responsibility for this plot, 

to prevent the continuation of the barefaced aggression and to terminate it 
with the withdrawal of Israel and its figureheads from the south. 


"We are appealing to the people of the south, who are scattered throughout 
Lebanon, to return to the south without any security or political considera- 
tions. If there are to be graves, let them be in the south, so as to thwart 
the occupation plots of Israel, which is adopting any false excuse lacking 
basis or truth in order to implement its fasic plan in Lebanon and the Camp 
David plots in Lebanon in general and the south in particular, and so as to 
thwart the plots to partition, annex and occupy the south." 


He said, “Naturally, we realize that there are obstacles in the way of the 
southerners’ return to the south, or to greater parts of the south, arising 
from the non-guarantee of a minimum degree of security. As you recall, we 

did not request the active forces in Lebanon for a minimum degree of security, 
because that might lead to our becoming entangled in the Camp David plots. 
Rather, we asked for whatever would ensure the continuation of our persever- 
ance in the south, which is the minimum. 


"I know that with respect to many parts of the south, this minimum is not 
guaranteed. Nonetheless, I ask that the emigrants and refugees return to 
the south, to bear the danger of injury and death, rather than remaining 
refugees, because we cannot depend on the world or on the Arabs, who are 
either plotters or are weak. Nor can we rely on the initiative of the 
Lebanese state. We will rely on the southerner, who will repel the plot 
with his bare body.” 


He added, “I must register bitter criticism of all levels and all agencies 
of the Lebanese state for its inability to ensure the necessities of civil 
defense and facilitate the perseverance of the southerners and the means of 
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return for the refugees. Can it be said that the state is participating in 
the plot to dilute, ailence and drag mattera out so as to deprive the 
southerner of any possibility of returning to his land? 


"The money came months and months ago, and the southern council has it, but 
it ie not carrying out ite duties and obligations. We have drawn up plans 
to build refugee centers, and as far ae I know, to this day absolutely 
nothing has been done, even though the money and the political requirements 
are there. We demand that the state agencies immediately begin building 
the refugee centers and establishing popular supervisory committees to 
supervise the building operations, because frankly we have no confidence 
in the seriousness of implementation by official agencies." 


America and Iran 


Shaykh Shame al-Din added, “And now we in our Arab and Islamic world are 
living through critical, fateful hours as we follow what is happening in 
Iran and to [ran since the colonialist attack began from all sides, headed 
by America, which began cutting relations, imposing an economic blockade, 
and drawing up plans for intervention which have actually been carried out. 
We are stating a well known truth: that the Islamic revolution in Iran 
belongs to all Moslems, and, on the civilized and humane level, to all 
oppressed people. Therefore, aggression and intentions of aggression and 
sabotage attempts are not aggression against Iran alone, but are aggression 
against the hopes and interests of all Moslems and oppressed peoples." 


He said, "We condemn and denounce all the hostile interventions against Iran 
and its revolution, and we call on all Moslems and deprived peoples through- 
out the world to line up behind the Islamic republic and its supreme leader- 
ship, Imam al-Khomeyni, President Abolhasan Bani Sadr, and the Revolutionary 
Council so that they can make the big colonial powers understand that Iran 
is not on its own in confronting this colonialist attack. 


Baqir al-Sadr and Iraq 


He went on to say, “One of the issues which is now interacting on the Islamic 
level in general and the Iraqi level in particular is the issue of Imam 
Muhammad Baqir al-Sadr, who in his thinking, jurisprudence and attitude is 
an exalted and effective leader when it comes to consciousness and thought 
throughout the Islamic world. 


"As you all know, the information media have reported serious news heralding 
major interactions--that Imam Baqir al-Sadr has been arrested, along with 
his wife, mother and children, and taken to an unknown location. This news 
is not only a calumny towards the Iraqi moslems, but constitutes a slander 
and attack on all Islam throughout the world. 


"Therefore, after having declared our uneasiness, and after having been dis- 


turbed for the last 2 days by deep anxiety which has subdued the hearts of 
the uelma and all Moslems, we now register a warning against the continuation 
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of thie crime, if it has been committed, and we demand that he be returned 
to hie home safe and sound. If not, continuation of the crime will serve 
absolutely no one, neither Islam nor the Arabs nor Iraq, but will create 
an abyes heralding greater disasters." 
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LEBANON 


ARMY'S SECTARIAN STRUCTURE SAID TO RENDER IT MARONITE TOOL 
London AL-DUSTUR in Arabic 31 Mar-6 Apr 80 p 31-35 


[Article by Sulayl ‘Abd-al-Samad: “Lebanese Army: From First Snipers 
Regiment to Sectarian Army; Building Army Is Equal to Rebuilding Entity on New 
Bases; Absolute Powers for Both President of Republic and Army Commander; 
Political Maroniem Finds in Army Guarantee of Its Own Security") 


[Text] Many observers wonder about the reason for the Lebanese national forces’ 
opposition to the Lebanese army's entry to the south and to some of the 
national forces areas. Perhaps the answer by some people to the effect that 
the reason for this opposition is due to the army's long history, its neutral 
role in the Arab-Israeli conflict and its alinement with one side against the 
other--perhaps this answer is inadequate. Despite their significance, these 
bannerline phrases are not convincing even to those who know a lot about 

the army's role and history since Lebanon's political independence from the 
French mandate in 1942. 


Perhaps the answer as to the reasons that urge the Lebanese national forces 

to reject the entry of the army and its performance of its legitimate duties 
has become an urgent issue at present because of the emergence of this point 
anew in the wake of the Syrian decision to assemble the Arab Deterrence Forces 
in certain Lebanese areas and in the wake of the decision of ‘the Lebanese 
Council of Ministers to enter the areas from which the Deterrence Forces for 
fear of the creation of a security vacuum that would act as a spark touching 


off the security situation. Despite this, the question remains: What are the 
actual reasons that make the Lebanese national forces reject the entry and use 
of the army in certain Lebanese areas? 


The situation which has arisen recently in Lebanon has sent the ball back to 
the court of the legitimate authority and has raised anew che issue of re- 
building the army and the issue of the need to use it positively and on the 
basis of the political solution needed for Lebanon. 


The tense political situation and the security tension developing in several 
Lebanese areas have raised the issue of the army and of the need to discuss 
its structure and role. 


This situation has helped to freeze the cabinet's decision to deploy [inzal}] 


the army for fear of the eruption of the domestic war front. This situation 
has also helped to delay the Syrian decision to assemble the Deterrence Forces 
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for fear of the creation of a security vacuum that would act ae a spark 
touching off the security situation. Despite this, the question remains: 
What are the actual reasons that make the Lebanese national forces reject 
the entry and use of the army in certain Lebanese areas? 


This question takes ue back to the period preceding the Lebanese civil war 
and to the phase of the formation of the Lebanese army, the method of ita 
formation, the method of ite employment, its domestic political task and ite 
especial role in safeguarding the country's sectarian structure. 


To put it briefly, talking about the Lebanese army is equal to talking about 
the Lebanese system. Reconsidering the army's structure and task is equal to 
reconsidering the system's structure, task and role. Here, specifically, 
emerges the difficulty of the demand of the Lebanese national forces becaune 
the army structure constitutes a part of the system's structure and reconsider- 
ing the army's position and situation is equal to reconsidering the system's 
situation and position, 


The army was basically founded in the image and form of the system and any 
attempt to change this image means an attempt to change the system. The 
Lebanese system is founded on the basis of an equation with very few like it 
in the world. The agreed upon system came as a result of agreement on the 
formula of the Lebanese entity. The entity that was born under the canopy 

of the French domination in 1920 was the result of a complex sectarian 
settlement and, at the same time, constituted an artificial situation based 
on the colonialist partition of the area. This is why undermining the army's 
system means the undermining of a joint agreement reached by a specific his- 
torical committee in the light of the developments witnessed by the area 

from the early 1920's to the end of the 1940's. Such undermining is equal 

in its tangible results and its general goals to an actual undermining of the 
task of stripping the present Lebanon from its national Arab affiliation and, 
consequently, is equal to shattering the colonialist equation in the Arab 
area. 


On the other hand, modification of the Lebanese army's structure is tantamount 
to rebuilding the system in light of the new developments in the past 4 de- 
cades--developments that have made it urgent to introduce such modification. 
But these essential modifications will confronted, in case they are taken up 
or attempted, with two issues that must be taken into account: 


First, Israel which will view such modifications as undermining its national 
security and as tantamount to declaring war on it. 


Second, the security of the Maronite sect which views the army not as the 
fence that protects the homeland's borders but as the framework that guarantees 
the security of the Maronites. 


Though the element of Israel's objection to the modification of the army's 
structure, task and role is understood, considering that Lebanon occupies a 
dangerous strategic position on the enemy's northern flank, the sectarian 
Maronite element is not comprehensible to many observers of the Lebanese 
crisis. 
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To make the issue clear, a simple review of the Lebanese army's atructure is 
necessary to make us understand the real reason behind the Maronites' objection 
to every attempt to modify the army's structure and to change its task and 
role. 


The required review must start with the army's structure in the period pre- 
ceding the eruption of the Lebanese civil war. This is a prelude necessary 
for understanding the army's role during the war, after the entry of the 
Arab Deterrence Forces and after the Israeli occupation of the border strip 
and also for understanding the position toward Sa'd Haddad's "“mini-state" 
and toward the various current national and pan-Arab issues, especially the 
position toward the Palestinian resistance. 


Lebanese Army Policy Before Lebanese War 


Since the creation of the Lebanese army in the 1940's and the formation of the 
firet snipers regiment during the French mandate, the army's political task 
has focused on: 


First, protecting the presidency of the renublic in its capacity as a political 
position held by the Maronite sect. 


Second, an instrument of domestic suppression, not only of the opposition but 
of the areas inhabited by the other sects. 


Third, alinement with one sectarian faction against the other sects in times 
of sharp political crises. 


Fourth, maintaining a truce with Israel and refrainment from considering 
Lebanon a frontline with the enemy. 


Fifth, standing neutral and not participating with the Arabs in their national 
battles. 


These political tasks on which the efforts of the Lebanese army concentrated 
imposed on the army an internal structure and military equipment befitting 
the tasks and this imposition has been most evident in the three following 
points: 


First, limitation of the number of the army members and the selection of most 
of these members from a certain sectarian type. 


Second, equipping the army with light weapons and with medium equipment fit 
for domestic suppression and not for war with Israel. 


Third, a permanent truce with the enemy and an agreement with this enemy not 
to build mutual military fortifications and preparations. 


This situation in the Lebanese army created mutual trust with the enemy as of 
1948. This trust turned southern Lebanon into an “easy” route for Israel in 
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ite ware with the Arabs. But on the other hand, it made northern Israel the 
enemy's major point of weakness. The enemy has built its most important 
settlements in the areas adjacent to the Lebanese borders and transferred its 
basic industries to the northern area. The enemy has also turned this 

area into tourist resorts with a high population density because of their 
stable security and of the absence of military danger from the Lebanese 
borders. 


But the picture changed with the inception of the Palestinian resistance in 
1965 and this change shook the mutual trust between the two sides. 


The picture was actually shaken for the first time when the Palestinian re- 
sistance entered southern Lebanon in September 1968 in accordance with the 
recommendations and resolutions of the Khartoum conference which was led by 
Jamal 'Abd-al-Nasir despite the traces of the June 1967 defeat. 


It can be said that the Khartoum conference brought Lebanon into the sphere 

of the Arab-Zionist conflict unofficially. Even though the official authority's 
position was contrary to the conference recommendations and resolutions, the 
pressure of the defeat, the pressure of the Lebanese popular climate, the 
fateful circumstances through which the Arab nation was passing and the 
official authority's belief that the conference would, as usual, remain mere 
ink on paper led the Lebanese regime to accept the recommendations and to agree 
to the entry of some Palestinian military units to al-'Urqub area. 


Since then, Lebanon has entered, at the popular level, the stage of con- 
frontation with the enemy. The official authority remained outside the 
sphere of the conflict which intensified daily. We can even say that the 
moment the Lebanese people (especially in the south) entered the stage of con- 
frontation with the Israeli enemy they also entered the stage of violent con- 
frontation with the government and its supporters. The successive battles 
between the government and its supporters on the one hand and the resistance 
and its supporters on the other compelled the government to capitulate and to 
recognize the fait accompli. Thus, the government concluded with the 
Palestinian resistance the 1969 Cairo agreement which acknowledged officially 
the Palestinian revolution's legitimate right to be present in and to pro- 
ceed from the Lebanese territories. 


But the moment the official authority recognized the resistance's legitimate 
presence, the army command began to reassess the equipment of its military 
forces. At the same time, Israel began to reassess its preparations on the 
borders with Lebanon. 


This tense situation generated some kind of a political mobilization. The 
official authority mobilized itself against the resistance on the pretext 
that Lebanon could not shoulder the burdens of the battle with Israel and 
started to purchase weapons capable of disciplining the resistance and of 
preventing it from carrying out its national duties against the enemy. Israel 
also began to perform its normal role against the Lebanese people, especially 
in the south, on the pretext of safeguarding ics national security and the 
pretext of the inability of the Lebanese official authority to close its 
borders in the face of the Palestinian resistance. Israel launched an 
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undeclared war against the Palestinian camps, the resistance bases and some 
Lebanese towns, villages and facilities to weaken the resistance and to cur- 
tail its military operations on the one hand and to create tensior in the 
domestic Lebanese situation and to charge and nurture the conflicts on the 
other hand. 


Thus, and as a result of specific Arab circumstances and because of the de- 
featist policy followed by the official authority and the aggressive policy 
followed by Israel, the country, naturally, entered a stage of domestic 
division: The government, the army and the militias which had begun to arm 
themselves and to train on the pretext of defending the presidency of the 
republic on the one side and the resistance, the Muslim man in the street and 
the national parties that rallied behind the Palestinian revolution to defend 
it and defend the national cause and Lebanon on the other side. 


This domestic division started to exert pressure in two opposite directions: 
One direction that wanted to abolish the Ciaro agreement, to distribute the 
Palestinians among the Arab countries equally and to restore Lebanon's pre- 
vious situation and the second exerting pressure in the direction of making 
Lebanon perform its national role side by side with the Arab courtries within 
the framework of the general pan-Arab confrontation against Israel. 


The government and the army had the option of either embarking on a confron- 
tation against the enemy to safeguard the soil and the people's unity or of 
embarking on a confrontation with the resistance and its supporters and of 
relinquishing the soil and the people's unity. The army command and the 
official authority settled for the second confrontation. As a result, the 
situation erupted and the conflicts entered the army establishment, thus 
causing this establishment to break up and creating internal division in 
Lebanon. 


Army Structure Before War 


Some observers may be astonished by the speed with which the country became 

divided internally, with which the government got divided and fragmented and 
with which the army got divided and fragmented, considering that the country 
had represented “an ideal situation" in the politically troubled Arab sphere. 


This rapid division can be explained with one work only, namely sectarianism. 
The political sectarianism embodied in the authority's alinement with one 
side against another, with the predominance of a certain sectarian color in 
the army structure and the feeling of the Muslim sects of the presence of an 
injustice in the system's structure hastened the process of division and of 
fragmentation. 


To prove [the presence of] this sectarian phenomenon, we will cite the army 
as its most outstanding example because it does provide the clear example of 
the country's structure and of the policy followed by the country. 
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Sectarianiam in the army is embodied decisively not only in its domestic and 
Arab policy but also in ite military structure and formation, 


The army's sectarian structure and the arrangement of the powers of its com- 
mander and of its military sectors in accordance with a sectarian ladder of 
priorities emerge as a clear example of the general situation in Lebanon and 
as a main cause for its collapse and fragmentation. The army's sectarianism 
begins with the powers of its commander and ends with the task and role of 
the most junior soldier in the pyramid's base. 


Absolute Powers for Both President of Republic and Army Commander 


In no country in the world is there such a rank as that of “army commander." 
[sic] There are chiefs of staff, staff corps or ministers of defense. Only 
in Lebanon is there an army commander, along with the minister of defense, 
given absolute powers to guarantee the "security" of the Maronite sect. 

The president of the republic is also given absolute powers for the same 
purpose. 


What are the powers of the army commander? The army commander enjoys the 
powers of military governor when a state of emergency or a state of war is 
declared. He has the right to promote or not to promote and to refer any 
officer to the military courts. He has the right to dismiss any officer for 
lack of professional competence without trial and without the supervision of 
a responsible military council. He has the right to dismiss or discharge any 
member of the military with the rank of first adjutant [mu'awin] down to 

the rank of private for security, partisan, moral or professional reasons 
without the need to submit evidence to the effect. He has the power to send 
whomever he wants on academic scholarships abroad and deny whomever he wants 
such an opportunity. He determines the army's policy and the country's defense 
plans by himself and without the participation of anybody. He has the right 
to determine the numbers of the armed forces (recruitment or discharge) as 

he wishes and without any legal controls. He has the right to change the 
army's defense structure and the structure of the branches and staffs forming 
it. He enjoys the power to dispose of the army's fiscal budget. He has 

the right to conclude deals and to spend monies without being subject to 
control or accounting on the pretext of military secrecy. He has the right 
to dispose of the assets of the Soldier's Fund (the special savings of the 
military) and the right to dispose as he wishes of the army's reserve funds 
and of the profits of the economic establishments and of the soldier's 

houses [commissaries]}. 


These military, defense, financial and administrative powers have permitted 
the army commander to be the absolute leader of this national establishment, 
without any controller, accountant or council supervising and deciding and 
without any authority participating or opposing. This position has been made 
the uncontested right of the Maronite sect and nobody can demand modification 
of the absolute powers of the position on the pretext that such a demand 
would undermine the homeland's security and would unsettle the military es- 
tablishment. 
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Sectarian Structure of District Commanders 


Before the eruption of the Lebanese war, the sensitive districts [al-manatigq! 
were under the conirol of officers from the Maronite sect whereas the other 
districts were, ostensibly, under the control of Muslim commanders who were 
surrounded by control and decision-making councils. 


Here is a list of the army's district commands before the war: 


1, The northern district was under the cqmmand of Col 'Abd-al-Majid Shihab 
(killed by an armed ambush near al-Kalb River during the events). The actual 
council was comprised of Col Victor Khuri, the district's deputy commander 
(he has now become the army commands"); Col Joseph Rukz, the district's chiel 
of staff; Lt Lol Victor Rahmah, the head of the Third Bureau [branch], and 
Maj Albert Samahah, the head of the Second [Duxieme] Bureau --all of whom 
come from a certain sect. 


2. Beirut district was under the command of Staff Brig Gen ‘Aziz al-Ahdab 
(led the March 1976 coup during President Franjiyah's term of office). The 
actual council consisted of Col Edmund Wakim, Col George Karam and Maj 
Shamil Mawaziya, head of the Second Bureau--all of whom are from a certain 
sect. 


3. Southern district was under the command of Col Simon Sa'id (the brother 
of Gen Hanna Sa'id, the former army commander during the war). He was as- 
sisted by Col Ma'ruf al-Bitar, commander of the central district; Col Michel 
Salim, commander of the eastern district and Lt Col Nayif Klas--all of whom 
are from a certain sect. 


4. Al-Biqa' district was under the command of Brig Gen Antoine al-Hurr who 
was assisted by Lt Col Ibrahim Tannus, Lt Col Michel Khuri, Maj Samir Ayyub, 
head of the Second Bureau and Maj Tannus Iskandar, the commander of Ba' labakk 
position who was assisted by Maj Albert Nasr--all of whom are from a cercain 
sect. 


5. Mount Lebanon district was under the command of Brig Gen Nasrallah Sughayyar, 
Brg Gen Antoine Khuri, Brig Gen ‘Aziz Jalbut, Col Rayond Zu‘aytar, Maj Antoine 
Barakat, commander of the Second Bureau branch (led a coup during the March 

1976 events) and Maj Fayiz Harb--all of whom are from a certain sect. 


As noticed from the sectarian distribution of the district commands, the 

Muslim officers are "powerless." They are either in command positions 

attached to a council that supervises them and watches every move and action 
they take or they are in positions attached to the command performing the 

role of a “false witness" regarding what takes place around or near them. 

This is why when the crisis intensified in 1975, these officers and soldiers 
found themselves in an extremely embarrasing situation. They had no option 

but to leave the army or break away from it and join the political organizations 
fighting the state and the system. 
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Powers of Military College 


The command of the Military College or Army Collage has to be given to an 
officer from the Maronite sect. Setting aside this position for the Maronites 
is intentional, not accidental, due to the extreme importance of this position. 
Military education in the Military College is based on isolating an officer 
from the people and developing in him absolute loyalty to the regime and 
absolute antagonism to the opposition factions. This task has to be carried 
out by a Maronite officer with absolute powers and trusted by the army command. 


Cadets for the Military College are selected through a political connection 
(a traditional leadership or a favored official personality) and are subjected 
to a psychological test and intelligence and personality tests. 


After graduation, an officer is attached to one of the units and placed under 
the supervision of a company commander. Any undesirable move causes the 
officer to be posted in a remote area, isolated and denied promotion. 


The command of a battalion is never entrusted to a Muslim except in special 
cases. In such cases, the Muslim officer is surrounded by Maronite aides 
who exercise control and supervision. The same happens in the commands of 
the districts and the positions. The Muslim's loyalty to the army and his 
belonging to Lebanon are doubted. 


Air and Naval Bases 

The responsibilities for the bases are distributed among a certain sect to 
guarantee the safety of the bases on the one hand and the safety of the pres- 
idency of the republic, of the government and of the system on the other 
hand. 


1. The northern air base (al-Qulay'at) is under the command of Maj Simon 
al-Qassis (the brother of Sharbil al-Qassis, the head of the Maronite orders). 


2. The western base (Beirut) is under the command of Lt Col Fawzi Abu-Farhat. 
3. The naval base (Junyah) is under the command of Colonel Lahhud. This 
base played a serious role during the war in smuggling weapons and in com- 
munications with the Israeli enemy. 

Basic Centers in Lebanese Army Are Distrubited Among Certain Sect 

Most of the basic centers in the Lebanese army are distributed among a 
certain sect so as to insure further control over the situation in the mili- 
tary establishment and to make it an armed Maronite stronghold. 


The centers are divided as follows: 


l. The Central Second [Duxieme] Bureau (intelligence) was previously under 
the command of Jul Bustani and is currently under the command of Johnny ‘Abdu. 
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Branching from this bureau are the Military Security Department which is under 
the command of Antun Kuraydi and the National Security Department which is 
under the command of Nabih al-Habr. This is in addition to the heads of 

the district branches and sections who are Maronites mostly. 


2. The Personnel Department which is second in importance to the Second 
Bureau and whose head must be a Maronite. 


3. The Third Bureau (the Operations Room) is most frequently under the 
command of a Maronite. 


4, The Spectal Branch of the Chief of Staff (a council that {ts under the 
command of the army commander), most of whose members are Maronites. 


5. The General Administration Department (supervises financial deals and 
expenditures and the secret accounts) which is generally under the command 
of a Maronite officer. 


6. The Military College (the Army College that selects, trains and super- 
vises the officers) is under the command of a Maronite. 


7. The NCO's School (supervises the training of high school graduates and 
volunteers) is under the command of a Maronite. 


All these abnormalities and the political position of the army estab! ‘shment 
put this establishment in a position of hostility toward the various Muslim 
sects which have viewed it as an instrument of suppression and as a fence 

to protect the Maronites, to guarantee their security, and to facilitate 
their domination and to defend their priviliges. 


This is why the Muslim sects lost their confidence in the army and viewed 
{t as a force directed against them and not against the enemy and as a 
military establishment protecting the Maronite domination of the political 
and economic establishments. 


When the Palestinian resistance entered Lebanon, the Muslims rallied behind 
it and considered it the army of the Muslims countering the army of the Maron- 
ites. 


Thus, after the explosion of the situation in Lebanon, the army establish- 
ment did not last long. This establishment is built fundamentally on 
faulty foundations, on numerous abnormalities and on evident discrimination 
among the sects. This is why it collapsed rapidly when the battles intensi- 
fied. The Muslim returned to his people and the Maronite used the army to 
right the resistance and the Muslim quarters. 


After the holding of the 1976 Riyadh conference, the Arab Deterrence Forces 


entered all parts of Lebanon in October of that year as the sole legitimate 
security force in the country, excluding the south. 
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According to the Riyadh resolutions, the role of the Deterrence Forces waa to 
put an end to the civil war and to help the atate build ite legitimate mili- 
tary establishment so as to establish the government firmly and to do away 
with the deterrence task on completion of the legitimate force. 


At the time, several developments cropped up on the Lebanese arena and cer- 
tain modifications were made on the official Arab plan. (Those modifications, 
along with the new developments,) further complicated the domestic situation, 


The most outstanding of those developments were: First, Israel opened the 
battle of the south on the day the Arab Deterrence Forces became legitinate 
forces supported at the Arab level. lerael started to support the force of 
the secessionist Maj Sa'd Haddad and iater translated this support by occupy- 
ing the southern border strip in March 1978. Second, the Lebanese Front 
opened a political battle against the Arab Deterrence Forces which then 
turned into a military battle that was crowned with the departure of the 
Deterrence Forces from the Maronite isolationist--veto--areas. Third, the 
rebuildiny of the army was initiated according to the bases prevalent in 

the pre-war period, with some modifications made necessary by the new national 
defense law which was approved by the government and the Lebanese Front 

only after they had amended some of its articles--articles that had promised 
a minimum degree of balance and equality in this establishment--in a funda- 
mental manner. 


These developments required from President Ilyas Sarkis three clear positions 
in response: First, the adoption of a firm policy toward the Israeli enemy 

to safeguard the country's borders and to foil all the relations that had been 
established between some army officers and Isr°el. Second, the adoption of 

a firm policy vis-a-vis the "self-security" slogan raised by Bashir al- 
Jumayyil--a slogan which led to ousting the Deterrence Forces from the 

eastern areas and to continuation of the policy of partitioning the country. 
Third, approval of the national defense bill by the Chamber of Deputies in 

its original form and without any amendments in order to guarantee some sort 
of a national balance in the army. 


But what has happened is the exact opposite. President Sarkis has tried to 
take advantage of the Israeli occupation to exert pressure on the Palestinian 
resistance to barter its positions in the south for [withdrawal of] the Zion- 
ist occupation of the south and as a prelude for demanding abolitio. of the 
Cairo agreement. President Sarkis also has tried to take advantage of the 
Lebanese Front's pressures and of the slogan of “self-security" in the 
eastern areas to exert pressure on the Arab Deterrence Forces and to ex- 
change the isoletionist security for the Arab security. President Sarkis 
also facilitated the battle of the isolationist deputies to amend the national 
defense law in order to guarantee the existence of the army establishment as 
a legitimate military extablishment favoring the Maronite sect. 


This alined policy which has been followed by the president of the republic 
throughout the past 3 years has caused the Deterrence Forces, the Palestinian 
Resistance, the Muslim sects and the national parties to lose confidence in 
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him and to start cemanding that he exercise a fair and balanced policy that 
guarantees the country's unity and Arablem and the agreements concluded with 
the resistance. 


But President Sarkis has persisted in his biased policy, taking advantage of 
the retreat in the Arab position in the wake of Anwar al-Sadat's visit to 
Jerusalem, exploiting the conditions generated by the Israeli intervention in 
the south and relying on the support of the Lebanese Front which has tied its 
plan to the wheel of the Israeli policy in the Arab area, 


This whole situation has exerted its weight on the structure, role and task 
of the army, restoring the political conflict to ite previous condition and 
recreating in this army che political sectarian situation as it was in the 
past, thus causing trust between the authority and the people to be lost and 
entrenching the country's sectarian division which has put Lebanon face to 
face with the possibilities of renewal of the civil war in a more violent 
manner than in the past. 


Therefore, we can understand the Lebanese national forces' rejection of the 
army's entry into the south or into the "security vacuum" areas in case the 
Arab Deterrence Forces are withdrawn or assembled. The national forces 

view with suspicion the current structure, command, task and role of the 
army, and they do not trust Sarkis’ policy which is alined with one side 
against another and they cannot guarantee that the army will carry out its 
national duties in the south, especially in regard to the Israeli occupation 
of the border strip and to bringing Sa'd Haddad before the military court on 
the charge of treason. 


This is on the one hand. As for Lebanon's Arab Army, this army's command has 
repeatedly stressed the need to reconsider the official army's structure as 
a precondition for returning to this army. 


Lebanon's Arab Army Command Council defined its demands in a report it drew 
up on 28 October 1978 in the following points: 


First, a committee should be formed from among the best officers in the Arab 
countries to supervise the building of the army. 


Second, the major part of this committee should be comprised of the countries 
with practical military experience. 


Third, that all the national NCO's and troops remain in the army and that 
the discharged be reinstated. 


Fourth, that a joint Arab-Lebanese committee supervise the programs of the 
Military College and of the NCO's school. 


Fifth, that the Lalance be established on the basis of nationalism, not 
sectarianism. 
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Sixth, that the position of army commander be abolished finally and replaced 
by a command council, 


Seventh, that sectarianism be abolished from the army. 
Eighth, that an obligatory 18-month military service be established. 


These demands that are set by Lebanon's Arab Army constitute at present the 
minimum for the creation of an actual Arab national army that participates 
with the Arabs in their national battles, particpates with the Palestinian 
resistance in its combat duties, defende the homeland's borders against the 
Zionist expansion and puts an end to the isolationist-Israeli relations. 
Without the realization of these demands, the present army will remain 

the subject of doubt and of suepicion by the various Muslim and national 
factions. 


If the regime fails to respond to these legitimate demands, then it means 
that it has chosen the path of war and not that of peace and, consequently, 
the path of Lebanon's entry into the phase of division and fragmentation. 


8494 
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LEBANON 





REDUCTIONS IN INCOME TAX APPROVED 
Beirut AL=SAFIR in Arabic 9 Apr 80 p 6 


[Article: "Finance Ministry Approves Abolition of The New Tax on the First 
3,000 Pounds of the Monthly Wage") 


[Text] The General Labor Federation has proposed, and Finance Minister 

Dr ‘Ali al-Khalil has approved, a settlement for the demand that income tax 
on wages be reduced. This settlement provides for the abolition of the 
recently introduced increase in 1977 taxes on the first 3,000 Lebanese 
pounds of the monthly salary, while retaining it for the remaining portion 
of the salary. 


This took place during a meeting held yesterday morning at the office of 
Labor and Social Affairs Minister Nazim Qadri at the Interior Ministry. 
Attending were the finance minister and the members of the labor follow-up 
committee: George Saqr, Faris Daghir, Ilyas al-Habr, Habib Zaydan, Sa'id 
Maghrabil, and ‘Ali al-Hawmani. 


It was learned that during the meeting Qadri repeated his 25 percent pro- 
posal for wage increases, but that the follow-up committee refused to 
discuss this percentage, stressing that the federation would resort to 
calling a strike in case that percentage was passed. 


As for the income tax, Minister al-Khalil agreed in principle to a proposal 
presented by the follow-up committee to exempt the first 3,000 pounds of the 
salary from the tax introduced for 1977. Al-Khalil contacted those concerned 
at the Finance Ministry and assigned them to make a mathematical analysis 
which could be offered to the cabinet at its session today. 


After the meeting, Saqr said, “We presented the Finance Minister with a pro- 
posed settlement calling for abolishing the increase in income tax on wages 
which was introduced in 1977 and which applied to the first 3,000 pounds of 
the monthly salary, and retaining the new increase on salaries in excess of 
this amount, knowing that even those high salaries would also benefit from 
the exemption demanded for those salaries less than them. Dr ‘Ali al-Khalil 
immediately contected this ministry and assigned its personnel to conduct a 
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quick mathematical analysis of our new proposal so that it could be offered 
to the cabinet tomorrow. Wewent to the Finance Ministry to explain our new 
proposal to its employees concerned with this matter, and to give them the 
required additional details." 


On hie part, Minister al-Khalil said, "With respect to the tax, we have 
looked into exempting the minimum wage, in addition to a yearly exemption 
of 1,200 pounds for the wife and 1,000 pounds for each child up to 5 
children. We also discussed restoring the tax rates in effect prior to 
1977, with respect to that portion of the salaray less than 3,000 pounds." 


Here is a comparison of the current and proposed tax rates. 





; Gro Wages Subject to Tax After Deductions Current Rate Proposed Rate 
l. 1 to 4,800 pounds 2 percent 2 percent 
2. 4,800 to 8,400 4 3 
3. 8,400 to 12,000 6 4 
4, 12,000 to 24,000 8 5 
5. 24,000 to 36,000 10 6 
6. 36,000 to 48,000 12 10 
7. 48,000 to 60,000 15 14 
8. 60,000 to 75,000 18 18 
9, 75,000 to 90,000 21 22 
10. 90,000 and above 25 26 
8559 
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LEBANON 


EXPORT FIGURES POR FIRST QUARTER PUBLISHED 
Beirut AL=NAHAR in Arabic 9 Apr 80 p 7 


[Article: "First Quarter Industrial Exports Amount to 377 Million Pounds, 
of Which 138 Million Pounds Were Exported in March") 


[Text] According to certificates of origin submitted by the General Industry 
Directorate, the value of industrial exports for the first quarter of this 
year amounted to 377,395,000 Lebanese pounds, of which 138 million pounds 
were for March. 


At the head of the list of exported industrial products is black cement, 
exports of which amounted to 32.2 million pounds or 8.5 percent of all 
imports, followed by metal products, of which 31.3 million pounds worth 
were exported, or 8.3 percent of the tote!. The chemical industry exported 
goods worth 28.5 million pounds or 7.5 percent; then came clothing, with 
27.9 million pounds or 7.4 percent; aluminum products, with 27.1 million 
pounds or 7.2 percent; the same figures for non-metals from mines; industrial 
moulds, with 23.1 million pounds or 6.1 percent; foodstuffs, with 16.4 
million pounds or 4.3 percent; plastic products, with 15.7 million pounds 
or 4.1 percent; natural water, with 15 million pounds or 3.9 percent; and 
electrical equipment, with 14.1 million pounds or 3.7 percent. 


These exports went to 39 countries, with Saudi Arabia, Iraq, Jordan and 
Syria remaining the principal markets for industrial products, since about 
90.5 percent was exported to these countries. 


Saudi Arabia occupies first place, for 182 million pounds worth of goods 
were exported there, or 48.4 percent of all Lebanese exports, followed by 
Iraq with 88.5 million pounds or 23.4 percent; Jordan, with 48 million 
pounds or 12.7 percent, then Syria with 22.6 million pounds or 6 percent 
of the total. 


The exports for the first quarter of this year cannot be compared with those 
for the first quarter of 1979 for two reasons. First, exports for the first 
quarter of last year were affected by the security relapse of the summer of 
1979. Secondly, the lists and schedules of the Ceneral Industry Directorate 
changed. The attached tables show the value of Lebanese exports by month, 
according to types and country of destination, in thousands of pounds. 
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Table 1 


Lebanese Products Exported In the Firat Quarter of 1980 (In Thousands of Pounds) 














Type of Product January __ February March Total 
Foodatut fs 5,585 6,211 4,395 16,464 
Soya O11 Cakes 2,942 2,595 158 5,695 
Natural and Mineral Water 1,912 4,605 8 , 506 15,023 
Beverages 70 1,869 7,187 9,126 
Clothing 9,975 7,916 10,128 27,959 
Textiles 1,306 1,230 2,084 4,620 
Rugs and Bedspreads 861 675 4,999 6,535 
Tanned and Processed Hides 
(Not Shoes) 1,477 2,211 1,641 5,329 
Shoes 900 1,342 1,677 3,919 
Plywood and Panelling Vaneer 84 9,652 9,834 19,570 
Wood Products and Furniture 1,357 1,803 2,346 5,506 
Chemical Products 5.132 11,370 12,030 28,532 
Paints 3,256 2,819 4 ,086 10,161 
Medicinal Preparations 3,514 2,684 6,531 12,729 
Paper and Paper Products 1,759 802 1,503 4,064 
Cardboard Products 3, 282 1,518 1,985 6,785 
Non-Metal Mine Substances 5,850 13,424 7,919 27,193 
Black Cement 7,363 10,438 14,401 32,202 
Metal Products 11,911 11,264 8,137 31,312 
Aluminum Products 7,082 11,968 8,177 27,127 
Vegetables 1,036 242 1,017 2,295 
Electrical Equipment 3,062 6,410 4,645 14,117 
Industrial Machines and Moulds 8,797 7,793 6,546 23,136 
Plastic Products 5,733 6,093 3,913 15,739 
Miscellaneous 8,810 9,321 4,215 22,346 
TOTAL 103,229 136,165 138,001 377,395 
Table 2 
Industrial Products Exported According to Country (In Thousands of Pounds) 
Country January February March Total 
Saudi Arabia 51,802 58 , 280 72,384 182 ,466 
Iraq 27,355 33,855 27,290 88 ,500 
Jordan 7,574 20,225 20,258 48 ,057 
Syria 8,171 8,775 5,659 22,605 
Egypt 1,055 1,767 1,859 4,681 
Kuwait 1,629 3,744 1,631 7,004 
Libya 334 73 866 1,273 
Yemen 207 1,311 1,861 3,379 
Abu Dhabi 1,0°7 1,298 517 2,892 
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Table 2 contd: 


Bahrain 6 132 190 328 
Dubai 464 376 49 1,189 
Qatar 118 516 311 945 
Ra's al-Khaymah ~ - - ~ 
Sultanate of Oman 652 970 665 2,287 
Sudan 103 529 - 632 
France 179 278 529 986 
Italy 4 299 806 1,149 
England 1,002 1,165 385 2,552 
West Germany 135 408 911 1,454 
Denmark 63 29 6 98 
Holland 48 525 222 795 
Belgium 147 - 238 385 
Sweden 176 107 139 422 
Norway 23 3 - 26 
Austria 651 158 - 809 
Spain - - - - 
Hungary - - - - 
Cyprus - - 82 82 
Czechoslovakia - - 8 8 
United States 35 ll 26 72 
Canada - - - - 
Africa 16 ll 187 214 
Algeria 47 ~ - 47 
vreece - - - - 
Sharjah 101 214 10 325 
Argentina - - l l 
Switzerland 15 l 62 78 
lran - 165 549 714 
China - 940 - 940 
TOTAL 103,229 136,165 138,001 377,395 
8559 
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LIBYA 


QADHDHAFI THREATENS LIBYANS ABROAD 
Valletta JAMAHIRIYA MAIL in English 10 May 80 p 12 


[Text] During his meeting with students at the military college, the 
revolution's leader Colonel Muammar Gathafi issued a final warning to 
remnants of the bygone regime and elements of the defeated society of 
exploitation currently living abroad. 


He said these people should go immediately to Libyan people's bureaus in 
order to facilitate their returm home as the final and only chance of 
saving themselves. 


The leader added: ‘either these people return to the Jamahiriya or they 
are doomed wherever they might be. Let all be warned, and those who do 
not take heed of this warning have only themselves to blame.' 


Colonel Gathafi then spoke of the army's role in the society of the masses 
and the historic mission of Libyan soldiers during the period of revolution- 
ary transformation. 


He said the current presence of the army is only a temporary phase which 
will definitely not last as a result of the establishment of the Jamahiriya 
(masses) society. In such a society, the people will ultimately resume the 
responsibility of carrying arms. 


The phenomenon of the armed masses is a direct result of the dialectic 
between the revolutionoary Jamahiriya society and the oppressive pre- 
revoltionary society. 


It is here that will play an important role. Will is the essence of 
revolutionary action. 


Colonel Gathafi said laws are inevitable. They are not created in a void, 
but from will which creates a favourable climate. Revolutionary will was 
responsible for the eruption which guide it. Will also tells every citizen 
that he or she are responsible for defending their country. 
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Colonel Gathafi added that the duty of Libyan soldiers currently living 
in the stage of revolutionary transformation is to carry out the historic 
responsibility of training the masses helping bring about the total arma- 
ment of society, and organising the people into combat formations, 


Colonel Gathafi said Libyans who are currently part of the army will be 
responsible for training the people on carrying arms in a bid to achieve 
the total mobilisation of society. On the other hand, Colonel Gathafi 
said Egypt has been transformed into a military camp for U.S. forcess. 


On Tunisia, the leader said a new era had begun there and a new page had 
been turned. 


He said the quarrel had ended with the removal of Hedi Nouira. 
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LIBYA 


LIBYA RESIGNS AS CHAIRMAN OF ICATU 
Valletta JAMAHIRIYA MAIL in English 24 May 80 p 1 


[Text] The leader of the first of September revolution 
Colonel Muammar al-Qadhdhafi has met the Central Council 
of the International Confederation of the Arab Trade Union, 
ICATU. He addressed the council describing the resolutions 
of the Arab trade unions as mere ink on paper and of no 
effect. 


"In April 1979, you passed several resolutions including a boycott of the 
Egyptian regime, its companies, ships and airlines and similar boycott 
against the U.S., but latter, it was clear that you showed no ability to 
carry out these resolutions and many others before, thus deceiving the 
masses. 


"Arab workers continue to service Egyptian and American airlines, thus 
serving the enemy, for Egyptian planes fly from Cairo to the occupied ter- 
ritories and to other capitals, providing the enemy with vital land, sea 
and air links. 


"Those who offer services to the airlines of the defeated Egyptian regime 
are in fact offering direct services to the enemy as there is no difference 
between the enemy and the defeated Egyptian regime. 


"Arab workers still maintain links with the U.S. by commemorating the work- 
ers days, which mark the events that took place in Chicago. This day ended 
when workers found liberation from the slavery of being wage workers on the 
first of September 1978 in Libya, and becoming partners. 


"Workers are still oppressed as wage-workers offering these services to the 
enemy." He gave as example of this the Moroccan workers who offered direct 
services to the Israelis. 


"There is no shame like that which has befallen the Acab nation. This 

shame can only te removed through a popular revolution that would remedy 

the present deteriorating situation and injustice, exploitation, slavery and 
oppression. We regret that Libya should be heading the ICATU under such a 


deteriorating situation and we therefore find no option but to resign as 
chairman of the confederation, as it is no longer an honour to hold that 


post." 
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LIBYA 


LIBYAN HOLDINGS IN MALTA 
Valletta JAMAHIRIYA MAIL in English 3 May 80 p 11 


[Text] Following a report carried by "In-Taghna" on April 22, and which 
quoted a report by "The Sunday Telegraph", the Libyan Arab Popular Commit- 
tee in Malta would like to state the following: It is surprising to us 
how such a newspaper should rely on ‘second-hand’ information. We wonder 
why "In-Taghna" journalists had to reby on what had been reported by a 
foreign newspaper. 


We are certain that such lies and malice by the "Sunday Telegraph" was 
intended for those who are either unaware of what is being achieved 
between Malta and the Jamahiriya threugh the existing excellent rela- 
tions, and for the benefit of both brotherly peoples; or for those who 
blindly, without stopping and thinking, are gullible enough to believe 
all that was reported. We are certain that “In-Taghna" is not so gullible 
as to believe all that is published by some foreign newspaper. Therefore, 
we sincerely hope that this image of "In-Taghna"™ will not change. 


It is clear for all to see, who in the past had really used Malta as a base. 
Libya has no intention of such and there certainly appears to be no bars in 
setting-up educational institutions, for the benefit of both peoples, in 
places which were previousl, prohibited to the Maltese; in places which 
instead of teachers, had previously housed foreign military officers; in 
places which had previously housed soldiers instead of students and wea- 
ponry instead of text-books. 


For the benefit of the brotherly Maltese people we are publishing a break- 
down of employees, both Libyans and Maltese, in institutions on the island 
which are either wholly or partly owned by the Jamahiriya or Libyan busi- 
nessmen: 


Libyan Arab Airlines: 3 Libyans and 7 Maltese; 


‘d-Post Magazine: 1 Libyan ard 4 Maltese; 
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Med News/Jamahiriya Mail: 1 Libyan and 7 Maltese; 

Voice of Friendship and Solidarity: 9 Libyans anc 25 Maltese full-time 
employees besides another 67 Maltese on part-time or regular contributions 
basis. 

Bahhar u Sewwi Co. Ltd: 1 Libyan and 90 Maltese; 

Libyan Arab-Maltese Holding Co: 2 Libyans and 13 Maltese. 

Marsa Shipbuilding Co: 684 Maltese; 

Mediterranean Aviation Co: 3 Libyans and 17 Maltese; 

Medelec Switchgear Co: 74 Maltese; 

Mediterranean Power Electric Co: 67 Maltese; 

Rotos Ziraya Co: 1 Libyan and 22 Maltese; 

Plastic Processing Co: 25 Maltese; 

Marlibra: 12 Maltese; 

BIM Ltd: 123 Maltese; 

Limwood Co Ltd: 55 Maltese; 

IFIM Pesticide Co: 6 Maltese. 

Regarding Libyan students in Malta these are the figures: 

Libyan Electrical Institute: 537 Libyan students: 146 Maltese employees; 
15 Libyan employees and another 78 Maltese employees employed in Catering 


and other services. 


The Libyan Civil Aviation Institute: 273 Libyan students and 65 Maltese 
employed directly or indirectly through the services provided. 


If the total number of students is added the result would be 810 Libyan 


students, far from the 5,000 figure quoted by "In-Taghna" from the "Sunday 
Telegraph". 
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LIBYA 


BRIEFS 


ZAWLA ASPHALT FACTORY--Seventy percent of the Zawia asphalt factory was 
completed by the end of February 1980. The Heavy Industries Secretary 
said the production capacity of the completed factory which uses oil 
waste products, is 100,000 tonnes of asphalt per annum. The asphalt 
factory is expected to be completed and fully operational by the middle 
of this year. [Text] [Valletta THE JAMAHIRIYA MAIL in English 19 Apr 80 
p 12) 


NEW ARAB INSURANCE AGENCY-~An agreement was signed in Manama last week 
for the establishment of an Arab insurance organisation including the 
Socialist People's Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, the United Arab Emirates and 
Kuwait. The agreement was signed by the Secretary of the General People's 
Committee for the Treasury, the UAE Minister of Finance and Industry and 
the Kuwaiti Minister of Finance. The total capital of the foundation is 
3 billion dollars of which 300 million dollars are already paid up. The 
headquarters will be in Bahrain. The Bahraini Minister of Finance stated 
that such a foundation will serve Arab interests and put a stop to the 
pressures faced in the Gulf region from European insurance companies, 
especially in the field of marine insurance upon which the companies 
charge a higher insurance premium on goods sent to the region. [Text] 
[Valletta THE JAMAHIRIYA MAIL in English 3 May 80 p 10] 
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BRITISH AlD--Britain ie providing aid funds to the Sudan for improve- 
mente in other areas of the country's infrastructure; 5.7 million pounds 
hase been allocated over the next two years for mechanical handling equip- 
ment a6 an element of the Port Sudan modernization project. Sudanese 
railwaye will rece! » a grant of 8.2 million pounds for railways spares 
in thie current fiecal year; and a further 0.7 million pounds has been 
allocated for spare parte for the River Traneport Corporation. In addi- 
tion, equipment worth 4.5 million pounds is being provided to the Public 
Electricity and Water Corporation for improvements to Burri Power Station 
in Khartoum. (Excerpt) [Khartoum SUDAN NEWS AGENCY BULLETIN in English 
24 Apr 80 p 17) 





OIL PIPELINE--The o11 pipeline transported a total of 247,768,792 tons 
of Oline from Port Sudan to Atbara and El Shajara depots in addition 
to 3,699,554 tone of kerosine from July to March 1980. Starting 
January 81, the o'1 pipeline will work with maximum capacity, an offi- 
cial said. [Text] (Khartoum SUDAN NEWS AGENCY BULLETIN in English 

24 Apr 80 p 12) 


CYROME SALES--The Sudanese Mining Corpora ion sold during the last three 
months some 25 thousand tonnes of crude chrome at the value of 3.25 
million pounds (about 2.5 million pounds), a reliable source told SUNA. 
The Corporation expects to sell the remaining quantities at profitable 
prices, the source added. (Text) (Khartoum SUDAN NEWS AGENCY BULLETIN 


in English 1 May 80 p 2) 


AGRICULTURAL CONSOLIDATION--Within the context of the Agricultural Sector 
Consolidation Programme, a technical committee for purchases was formed 
in reply to the directive of Finance and National Economy Minister Badr 
Eddin Suleiman. The ccmmittee is chaired by Planning Ministry Deputy 
Under Secretary Dr. El Fatih El Tijani. The committee held a series of 
meetings with the World Bank's expert Mr. Blinkhorn and discussed steps 
to implement the Programme which is expected to be finalized during 18 
months. A higher Ministerial committee chaired by Finance Minister vas 
decreed earlier by President Nimeri. The committee will follow up the 
implementation of the 76 million-dollar consolidation programme. The 
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consolidation programme is financed by the World Bank which te con=- 
tributing 65 million dollare and the European Economic Community (EEC) 
which i# contributing 11 million dollars, (Text) (Khartoum SUDAN NEWS 
AGENCY BULLETIN in Englieh 1 May 80 p 5) 


LIVESTOCK EXPORTS REVENUE~-Some 250,000 heads of sheep, 20,000 heads of 
cattle and 3,000 heads of goate were exported to the Saudi Arabia and 
Arab Republic of Yemen this year at a revenue of $286.5 million, said the 
Chairman of the Livestock and Meat Marketing Corporation Dr. Hassan Zalfu, 
The expected revenue for next year would ecale $47 million, he concluded, 
(Text) (Khartoum SUDAN NEWS AGENCY BULLETIN in English 2 May 80 p 3) 


FIVE COMMUNISTS 10 STAND TRIAL~-The President of the Republic Gaafar 
Mohamed Nimeri yesterday authorised the Attorney-General to order the 
trial of five defendants under the provisions of the State Security Act, 
1973. Defendants: £1 Tigani Hasean Mohamed, Mohamed Murad £1 Haj, 

Ahmed Mohamed £1 Amin, Gasim Abbas Mustafa and Mohamed Kheir Mohamed Ali, 
belonging to the banned Communist Party, were accused of spreading rumours 
and staging anti-government activity aimed at the destroying of the 
national unity process. The President also authorized the Attorney~ 
General to arraign two defendants to stand trial under Articles 19 and 

20 of the State Security Act, 1973. The defendente Hayder Mohamed Ahmed 
and Abdulla Ali Adam were accused of working as a link between the banned 
Baath Party defendants, now under arrest in Nyala, Southern Darfur Province, 
and other Baathiste not under custody. [Text] (Khartoum SUDAN NEWS AGENCY 
BULLETIN in English 5 May 80 p 2) 
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LSLAMIC CONFERENCE DENUNCLATION~-London, 16 Apr (AFP)=-Syria wae the only 
lelamic country to be called on the carpet during the conference on “the 
Prophet Mohammed and his meseage” which was held in London from 12 to 15 April. 
In fact, in hie opening epeech, the secretary general of the “European lelamic 
Council” (which is subsidised mainly by Saudi Arabia), Mr Salem Asean, 
attacked the Damascus regime and accused it of “maseacring the Syrian 

people.” This prompted the London representative of the Palestine Liberation 
Organization (PLO), who was to have delivered a message from Yasser ‘Arafat 

to the conference, to leave the room. Most of the Arabian orators who spoke 
during the conference also criticized the "Alid regime in Damascus," following 
the campaign recently launched against it by the "Moslem brothers," and the 
ensuing repression. On the other hand, the members of the conference praised 
the "Iranian Islamic revolution,” in spite of the fact that the conference 
was obviously Sunnite in nature. Furthermore, the difference between the 
Sunnites and the Shi'ites was never mentioned throughout the conference. 
(Text) (Beirut L'ORIENT<LE JOUR in French 17 Apr 80 p 6) 9174 


SUMMARY EXECUTIONS--London (AFP, REUTER)--On Friday 25 April, the International 
Amnesty Organization announced that it had received several reports noting 

“a number of summary executions and a wave of arrests” in the northern part of 
Syria during the last 3 months, following general strikes and demonstrations. 
Amnesty International stated that the army had cordoned off some quartere of 
Hamah, Aleppo and several other cities, and had subjected their inhabitants to 
interrogations. “Witnesses reported maltreatment and torture, as well as 
executions.” The Syrian Government sent a division of 10,000 men to Aleppo 
last month to put an end to the unrest which prevailed in the northern part of 
the country. It accused the Moslem Brothers and the CIA of fomenting dise- 
turbances there to weaken the regime. [Text] [Paris LE MONDE in French 

27-28 Apr 80 p 5] 9174 











UNITED ARAB EMIRATES 


NEW LAW MAY EASE INDUSTRIAL PRODUCTION CRISES 
Abu Dhabi AL. WAHDAH in Arabic 20 Apr 80 p 3 


{Article: "Industry in the UAE; Work Stoppage in Some Plante Points to Need 
To Review Planning of Future Growth of Industry; Industrial Register Law 
le a Serious Step Toward Solving Problems of Industry") 


{Text} During the middle of last March the advisory committee headed by 
Hamdan Ibn Rashid, the minister of finance and industry, held ite firet 
meeting for the purpose of setting up an industrial plan for the country. 
Because of the importance of thie matter, the meeting was attended by 
deputy ministers from six ministries and by representatives from all of 
the emirates. As we know, this committee was formed on the basis of UAE 
Law No 1 of the year 1979, which concerns the organizing of industry and 
which stipulates that the goals and taske of the committee be as follows: 


1, Studying requeste to set up industrial projects in accordance with 
the government's general plan. 


2. Studying requests eubmitted by those concerned regarding the granting 

of privileges and exemptious to industrial projects, and making decisions 

in accordance with established principles in thie regard; studying matters 
referred to the committee by the Ministry of Finance and Industry concerning 
the policy of industrialization in the country or means of providing 
incentives for appropriate industrial investment; and determining privileges 
and exemptions which industrial projects will have, bearing in mind their 
importance. The committee will aleo study matters referred to it on regulat- 
ing Arab and foreign capital investment in indus rial projects, determining 
the proportion of Arab and foreign share in these projects, and submitting 
reports as a result of studies and suggestions made by the committee. 


The fact is that continuation of the taske of this committee will, in the 
eod, lead to the formulation of concepts which will maintain the thrust 
ward growth of industrial activity in the country and elimination of the 
© tacles which prevent that growth. Confirmation of this fact is found in 
the statements made by His Excellency Faraj al-Mazru'i, the deputy minister 
of finance and industry and assistant chairman of the committee. He said 








that the committee's next meeting will discuss a report, prepared by the 
bureau of industry, concerning a recent shutdown of some planta because of 
losees which they incurred, 


The fact le that work stoppage in some of the planta te indicative of a 
condition, the causes of which must be researched, At the same time, it 
ie possible to profit from these negative experiences when formulating 
future concepts for industrial activity. 


The elements of the problems of industry in the country are known, Conse- 
quently, they need quick decisions so that national industries may not 
ahut down and continual and serious attempts to introduce additional 
industries may not be aborted, 


Perhaps the best example of a problem faced by induarry is the fact that 
government authorities are supposed to encourage industry [but do not). 
Industry paye electricity rates which are higher than those paid by 

the private consumer, at a time when all countries of the world, especially 
those which continually strive for induetrial growth, special low rates 
are set for industry to provide it with material and moral support. 


The problem of industry is basically a problem of protection. In the 
absence of protection, goods imported from abroad will destroy any local 
industrial production that tries to stand on ite own two feet. Complete 
protection is supposed to be given to local industries, especially to 
those which can satisfy the local market. This protection need not 
necessarily be in the form of a decision to halt the importing of similar 
goods. However, import duties for similar goods should at least be raised 
in order to achieve a balance between goods produced locally and goods 
which are imported from outside. We do not feel that this situation will 
lead to higher prices, because we presume that industries which are created, 
or supposed to be created, will have been introduced on the basis of 
economic usefulness studies which forecast the prices of their products 
and determine how competitive these prices will be. 


The government's chief customs officials had met last February to discuss 
a bill to create a customs council to regulate customs activity at the 
national level. We are hoping for more cooperation between the customs 
departments [of the various emirates) so that the customs council bill will 
be enact*d in such a way as to fill all gaps which threaten our growing 
national industries. 


The Importance of Planning 


Domestically, the problem of industry has up till now been considered one 
of improper competition, especially following appearance of the phenomenon 
of imitation and similar industries. Consequently, the crisis of industry 
not only calls for the formulation of principles of protection against 
foreign importers, but also demands the protection of industry from local 
competition. This protection cannot be achieved without active planning 
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agencies which objectively determine the extent of the country's needa 
for the goods for which industries are proposed to be set up, Consequently, 
[the planning agencies) must determine the number of industries which 
should be licensed to begin operation, so that industries do not end up 
eliminating each other, Also, there must be regulation of industry on 
the basis of federal planning which undertakes full supervision of local 
industry, The Ministry of Industry should participate in studies of the 
economic usefulness of some of national industries. The Ministry of 
Planning has already initiated the preparation of training courses for 
those who are to do research concerning development planning methoda for 
the country. 


This was emphasized by Hie Excellency Ahmad ‘Abdallah Mansur, the deputy 
minister of planning, in a speech in which he inaugurated the training 
course for researchers. We said that planning ts a practical means for 
the coordination of efforts and for giving our society's resources a 
conscious orientation and direction so that we may attain the objectives 
which meet the needs of our society and create a better life for citizens. 


This cannot be achieved without an evaluation of planning methods currently 
utilized and the extent of their suitahility with regard to the future 

of industry in the country. At the same time, it is necessary to unify 
planning methods utilized in all of the agencies so that they will be in 
harmony with the expectations of businesemen desirous of investing their 
money in the realm of industry. 


The Industrial Register 


The industrial register system is actually already in effect. It certainly 
will contribute toward solving an important part of the crisis of industry. 
The reason for this is that it is a register which records all industrial 
projects in the country, their legal existence, their share of national and 
foreign capital, their type of activity, the value of their production, and 
the number of their workers. No project will be licensed to go into 
operation, unless it hes been listed in the register. The project's owner 
and administrator has to commit himself to subsequently inform the bureau 
of industry of any modification or change that occurs in the data which 
has been entered in the register. 


The law determines that requests to set up new projects will be looked 
into in light of the following considerations: 


1. The requirement of the [national] economic and social plan and of the 
country's industrial development programe. 


2. Agreements made with Arab governments. 


3. The country's needs with regard to local consumption ond replacement 
of imported goods with locally-produced goods. 





4. The extent of the availability of local raw materiale which can be 
ueed in indusetrialisation,. 


5. The possibility of implementation of the project in areas which are 
determined by the government. 


These are the most important features of the industrial register. Certainly 
their implementation will help to create a suitable atmosphere for the 
initiation of induatrial activity in which we can guarantee that there wi)! 
be vitality and growth. 


9468 
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UNITED ARAB EMIRATES 


EDITORIAL CITES NEED TO FOLLOW UP, ASSESS NEW PROJECTS 
Abu Dhabi AL~ITTIHAD AL-USBU'I in Arabic 17 Apr 80 p 3 


[Editorial by Ibrahim ‘Ali Ibrahim: “Need to Follow Up on and Assess 
Implementation of Government Projects in the New Budget") 


(Text) After a detailed, deliberate study and a great deal of effort, the 
government earned the gratitude [of all) when it submitted the 1980 budget 
plan to the UAE National Council. Budget plan allocations totaled 
15,972,316,000 dirhams, that is, an increase of 58.5 percent over last 


year's budget. 


Ae he presented the budget plan, Shaykh Hamdan Ibn Rashid, the minister 
of finance and industry, said that it “for the first time expresses the 
aspirations of all of us in terms of what it includes in the way of 
services and allocations. It has become a real beginning for a surge 
of progresa which will be etronger and have a sounder direction." 


in order that the budget may achieve all of the hopes expected of it and 

the goals which were set for it, and in order that it may proceed along 

the correct course prescribed for it, ultimately leading to great accomplish- 
ments and abundant services for the citizens of our country, it is necessary 
to have an agency to follow up on and assess the implementation programs 
which are related to it. This is especially true in the area of investments, 
since this part of the budget is set aside for services, and the allocations 
set aside for it concern all of the individuals of our society. They con- 
cern schools, hospitals, mosques, housing, water supply, electricity, 
transportation and communications, clubs, roads, cultural centers, radio, 
television, etc. All of these are means and elements for individuals to 
achieve progress and prosperity as well as for them to assert their 
existence and humanity. 


Projects for creating these public facilities, and the allocations earmarked 
for them, always need somebody to keep track of the implementation of their 
programs, step by step. Someone needs to follow up on what has been 
accomplished, what proportion has been accomplished, how long it took to 
accomplish it, and the percentage of it that has been accomplished. Also 
someone needs to keep track of what has not been accomplished and to know 
precisely what it is. He has to find out the reason for this and to know 











what the obstacles are which prevented the implementation. Also, he has 
to elicit suggestions for eliminating the problema which occurred during 
the process of implementation, and he has to get advice concerning correct- 
ing the path of the work being done. 


All of thie can take place by means of a follow-up and assesement agency 
which would undertake to have the result of ite work included in reports 
which would be due every month, 3 months, or every 6 months, according 

to the plan laid down for the implementation of each project. These reports 
would be made to those responsible for planning and financing as well 

as to the ministry which is responsible for the project. This would enable 
them, along with subsequent field inepection, to become familiar with al] 
details of the project, and to reassure themselves that implementation is 

on course as planned, 


In the realm of preparing the budget, the agency for follow up and assess- 
ment would have a principal and constructive role to play whenever any 

budget plan is prepared. This is by virtue of the nature of ite work and 

the fact that it would be in close contact with the real situation of any 
project, from the time it is initiated up till the time when it is completed. 
This is what would make this agency more able than any other department to 
offer advice, present suggestions, determine work deadlines, and estimate 

the needs of any project. 


Because of the importance of a follow-up and assessment agency in any 
administrative structure, modern administration gives it a special, 
distinctive status, considering it to be like the eyes and ears of an 
organization, especially one undertaki.g projects which basically aim to 
serve society and to bring progress to it. 


In our country, the United Arab Emirates, in order that the goals of alloca- 
tions earmarked for investment be completely achieved, and in order that 
services reach those of our citizens who deserve them, on time and in ideal 
form, and in order that any budget express the aspirations of the broad 
masses of people, I feel that the process of follow up and assessment should 
be entrusted to specialized technical agencies which should be given the 
necessary authority to carry out their work. These agencies should be 
present in every ministry, government body and institution, and even in 
every project. Such agencies should be provided with specialized technical 
expertise and should be given the necessary authority for control and 
supervision. 


This way, performance would be sound and implementation of projects would 
go according to the time frames set for them within the limits of allocated 
funds. The services would be expanded and they would always be given 
priority in any budget in the future. 


9468 
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UNITED ARAB EMIRATES 


BRIEFS 


DEVELOPMENT FUND LOANS--The Abu Dhabi Fund for Arab Economic Development 
has offered loans totaling 1.3 billion dirhams ($353.2 million) to 15 
developing countries during the years of 1978 and 1979, according to the 
fund's annual report. Most of these loans--that is, about 833 million 
dirhams ($221.1 million)--were granted in 1978. The Arab countries which 
are not members of OPEC got the lion's share of these loans. They obtained 
170 [sic 88.5 percent of 1.3 billion would be 1,150] million dirhams 
($312.6 million), that is 88.5 percent of the total. Asian countries 
received 72 million dirhams ($19.2 million), that is, 5.4 percent of the 
total, and African countries got 52 million dirhams ($13.9 million), 

that is, 3.9 percent of the total. One of the most important features 

of these loans made by the fund is that about 1,110,800,000 dirhams 
($296.8 million), that is, 84 percent of the total, were granted for pro- 
duction projects. The largest one was a loan to Oman totaling 

663 million dirhams ($177.1 million) to aid that country to develop its 
southern oil fields. Another loan totaling 218.8 million dirhams 

($56.5 million) was made to Tunis to help it to finance the construction 
of a plant for producing phosphate fertilizers. [Text] [Dammam AL-IQTISAD 
in Arabic Mar 80 p 26] 9468 
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SELECTIVE LIST OF JPRS SERIAL REPORTS 


NEAR EAST AND AFRICA SERIAL REPORTS 





NEAR EAST/NORTH AFRICA REPORT 
SUB=SAHARAN AFRICA REPORT 


WORLDWIDE SERIAL REPORTS 





WORLDWIDE REPORT: Environmental Quality 

WORLDWIDE REPORT: Epidemiology 

WORLDWIDE REPORT: Law of the Sea 

WORLDWIDE REPORT: Nuclear Development and Proliferation 

WORLDWIDE REPORT: Telecommunications Policy, Research and Development 
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